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Chapter Board Members

President - LCDR Rich Higgins, USN (Ret)

Vice President - 1LT Rob Kull, ARNG

Treasurer - Vacant

Secretary - LTC Larry Powell, USA (Ret)

Surviving Spouse Liaison - COL Noreen Diedo, USA (Ret)
Past President - CDR Roy Yaple, USN (Ret)

Chapter Address
Chapter Digital links:
¢ Chapter web site, www.semimoaa.org
* MOAA web presence.
https://www.moaa.org/chapter/southeasternmichigan/

For all non-digital correspondence use the following address:
560 Barrington Rd. Grosse Pointe Park, Ml 48230
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Military Officers Association of America

Chapter Dinner Meeting, Mav 1<t
Vice Admiral Fred M. Midgette, USCC (Ret),
a representative from National MOAA will

be our guest. See page 7 below for details.

International Armed Forces Dining-Out
This year’s event will be in Windsor on
May 10*". See page 8 below for details

Disclaimer

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit military
and veterans association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense
and ensuring our nation Kkeeps its commitments to currently serving,
retired, and former members of the uniformed services and their families
and survivors.
The Southeastern Michigan Chapter of MOAA (SEMI M OAA) is affiliated with
the Michigan Council MOAA and the national MOAA Organization and are all
nonpartisan
All material or other information - including links - contained in the SEMI
MOAA newsletter is provided as a public service to military service
members and their families.
e The contents of this publication is subject to periodic updating.
¢ Although every attempt is made to ensure that information is accurate and

timely, the content is presented "as is" and without warranties.
o Use of the information is strictly voluntary and at the user's sole risk.

Membership

Membership is open to those who hold or have ever held a warrant
or commission in any component of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy,
Air Force, Space Force, Coast Guard, Public Health Service, and
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and their
surviving spouses.

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is the
country's leading organization protecting the rights of military
servicemembers and their families. Those who belong to MOAA not
only lend their voices to a greater cause, but they also gain access
to extensive benefits tailored to the needs and lifestyles of military
officers. MOAA members proudly hail from every branch of the
uniformed services. To them, we have made the same promise that
they have made to their country: Never Stop Serving. Although
membership in the national MOAA organization is not a
requirement to join this Chapter, we strongly encourage you to
join. The basic level of MOAA membership is free.

To become a member click HERE

US Representative Names and Districts

Click to open webpage

10 - John James

11 - Haley Stevens
12 - Rashida Tlaib
13 - Shri Thanedar

5 - Tim Walberg
6 - Debbie Dingell
7 - Tom Barrett

8 - Kristen Rivet
9 - Lisa McLain

119th Congress

MOAA

INSOVAN @I
PLANS

Standing with you
at every stage.

1-800-247-2192
www.moaainsurance.com/plans

100392



https://www.house.mi.gov/AllRepresentatives
http://www.semimoaa.org/
https://www.moaa.org/chapter/southeasternmichigan/
https://www.house.gov/representatives#state-michigan
https://www.house.gov/representatives#state-michigan
https://www.semimoaa.org/membership--dues.html

Fireball"wOA Message from the President

Advocacy in Action: Representing Michigan Veterans on Capitol Hill

Last week, | had the privilege of representing the Michigan Council of Chapters during MOAA’s
annual Advocacy in Action event. MOAA Board Member LTC Aric Raus, USA, and | met with six
members of Michigan’s congressional delegation and/or their legislative staff. We were joined
by MOAA’s Director of Government Relations for Health Affairs, Karen Ruedisueli, and COL
Bruce Bahr, ARNG (Ret.), of the Capitol Area Chapter, who met with the remaining half of the
Michigan delegation. The four of us teamed up to brief Senators Gary Peters and Elissa Slotkin.

Our conversations focused on MOAA’s top three legislative priorities for the 119th Congress:
e Reducing the prolonged delays veterans face in receiving care for toxic exposures
e Supporting employment for military spouses by expanding the Work Opportunity Tax Credit
(WOTC)
e Improving support and long-term benefits for veteran caregivers

The Michigan delegation heads off to the Hill
From left: Bruce Bahr, Rich Higgins, Karen Ruedisueli and Aric
Raus

Higgins and Bahr briefing Senator Gary Peters

The event began Monday with leadership briefings and networking. Tuesday featured in-depth issue
training sessions, concluding with the MOAA Awards Ceremony at the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

On Friday, | accepted two 2024 Col. Marvin J. Harris Communications Awards on behalf of the
Southeastern Michigan Chapter - one for our website and another for our chapter newsletter. Many
thanks to Larry Powell for his efforts on the Newsletter.

Wednesday—-the main day on the Hill-brought beautiful weather for our meetings. We began with a
group photo at Garfield Circle in front of the Capitol building before spending the day meeting with
legislators across the House and Senate office buildings. | even had the chance to ride the Capitol
subway between appointments—a memorable highlight. Thursday's rain returned as we concluded
with the Council President’s Seminar and communications award presentations.

This impactful week reaffirmed the importance of personal advocacy. | left Washington more
determined than ever to ensure Michigan’s congressional delegation remains informed of MOAA’s
priorities.

LCDR Richard L. Higgins, Jr. USN (Ret)

VW.semimoaaéorg




2025 Meetings

Board Meetings Chapter/Other Meetings

May 1 Chapter Dinner

Jan16 | Feb 20 | Mar 20 Jan 30 Chapter Lunch Apr 7-10 Advocacy in Action National MOAA Visit

May 10 International 20 Retiree A iati
Apri7 | Jun1o | Jul17 ay 10 Internationa Sep 4 Chapter Dinner | S°P 20 Retiree Appreciation
Armed Forces Dining out Day

Dec 13 Wreaths Across

Nov 6 Chapter Mtg / Nov 9 Veteran’s Day
America

Aug 21| Oct16 | Dec 20 Election of Officers Remembrance

Due to the extensive geographic footprint of the chapter, we do not have a standard meeting location. Rather, we move the
meeting location around to accomodate our members. The meetings are announced well in advance via email, our website and
this newsletter. If you need information about chapter happenings, contact one of our Board members at this link.

Z Recent Events z

Advocacy in Action, Washington D.C.

As covered in “The Fireball”, Chapter President Rich Higgins attended the MOAA Advocacy in
Action on Capitol Hill. Below are a few pictures from the weekK’s events.

Capt. Frank Michael, USN (Ret), MOAA's senior director,
Affiliated Councils & Chapters addresses the chapter AlA reps

£ :
Meeting with MI 13" District Rep Shri Thanedar
From left: Aric Raus, Shri Thanedar and Rich Higgins

. =

Meeting with Staff Assistant of MI 9*" District Rep Lisa McClain
From left: Aric Raus, Mike Spero and Rich Higgins




SE Michigan MOAA Chapter receives Communication Awards for Website and Newsletter

During the Advocacy in Action week in the Nation’s Capitol, Chapter President Higgins
received the wards on behalf of the chapter for the “Colonel Marvin J. Harris
Communications Award” for the website and newsletter. The website was created and
maintained by Rich Higgins and the newsletter by Larry Powell. The chapter will receive
streamers to be affixed to the colors and displayed during chapter events.
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The MOAA Advocacy Update

Every week, MOAA's advocacy leaders and other experts discuss issues of importance to our members
and the uniformed services community. Watch the latest_here.

To stay informed, you can subscribe to the MOAA YouTube channel_here.

To contact your legislators and to learn about what MOAA is working on with Congress, click here.

VW.semimoaaéorg
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https://www.youtube.com/@TheMOAAChannel
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https://moaa.quorum.us/

Advocacy in Action (AlA)

This year’s Advocacy in Action was a great success, highlighting with members of Congress, MOAA’s
top 3 priorities. However, we must be diligent to get them across the finish line. You are encouraged to
click on the links above to contact your legislators. We were encouraged by a recent report showing
that our chapter leads the way in Michigan for contacting our representatives. Keep up the good work!
If you haven’t checked our website recently, you should. There are several ways for you to interact with
representatives there. Here is a link to get more information and stay engaged.

Chapter Personal Affairs Officer: A Key Resource for Members

Larry Powell had recently accepted this position. The purpose of this position is to assist our members
with military rights and entitlements, particularly survivor benefits and to help keep our members
informed about local military-related services, such as commissaries, exchanges, hospitals, and
officers’ clubs, through the chapter newsletter.

If you have a need, please reach out to Larry at |-spowell@ameritech.net

For a full list of resources and responsibilities, visit semimoaa.org/cpac.

Items of Interest

Vet to Vet

Hosted by The War Memorial's Veterans Committee, this free special veterans gathering is set for
Thursday, May 1from 8 to 9 a.m. Start your day off right with coffee and breakfast treats at The
War Memorial. This is a chance to meet with fellow veterans, share stories of service, and
connect with the committee.

Whether you're recently discharged or a seasoned veteran, The War Memorial’s Vet-to-Vet
gathering is a chance to join in camaraderie and endless stories of courage and honor. Your

service deserves recognition, and this event is our way of saying thank you for your dedication
and sacrifice.

Click here to register



https://www.semimoaa.org/advocacy.html
mailto:l-spowell@ameritech.net
https://www.semimoaa.org/cpac.html
https://warmemorial.my.salesforce-sites.com/ticket/#/instances/a0FVm000004preHMAQ

Do you Like to Play Golf?

MONDAY, MAY 19, 2025

TPC POTOMAC AT AVENEL FARM
POTOMAC, MARYLAND

MOAA Charities invites you to join in the fun for a great cause. For more
information and to register click on this link

Gen. Caine has taken over as chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

By LOLITA C. BALDOR ASSOCIATED PRESS « April 14,2025
Read more at: https://www.stripes.com/theaters/us/2025-04-14/dan-caine-chairman-joints-chief-17470309.html

Source - Stars and Stripes

Caine, a decorated F-16 fighter pilot and well-respected officer, took over on April 12 after President Trump
signed the necessary documents. His term as chairman will run through Sept. 30, 2027.

Vw.semimoaaorg
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Upcoming Events

, Spring Dinner, 1 May
It’s time to get your RSVP’s in. On May 1st, Vice Admiral Fred M.
Midgette, USCG (Ret), will be the guest speaker at our chapter

» lunch, visiting from MOAA National. The event will start at 5:30 at

» the Ukrainian Cultural Center in Warren. The cost is S40, dress
b Business Casual.

RSVP NLT April 24 at this link

Admiral Midgette is a 1982 graduate of the US Coast Guard Academy and
has earned master's degrees from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute and
the Naval War College. He served in a variety of key positions both
ashore and afloat, including Coast Guard Advisor to the Secretary of the
Department of Homeland Security.

He served as Pacific Area Commander and
Commander Defense Forces West; Deputy
Commandant for Operations; and 9th Coast
Guard District Commander.

He retired in 2018 after 36 years of service, and
works as an independent consultant.



https://www.semimoaa.org/may-1-meeting.html

Make your reservation now!
International Armed Forces Dining-Out

Saturday 10 May 2025, 1800

The Windsor Yacht Club
Q000 Riverside Drive
Windsor, Ontario

GUEST SPEAKER:
LCol Pamela Smith McBride, MMM, CD
We hope to see youll!

Event details and RSVP here by 3 May, http://www.iafnc.org/
There will not be any late reservations allowed.

Opportunities to Serve
Chapter Representative Needed for Upcoming Medal Ceremony

On Saturday, May 17 at 6:00 PM, at the Cedar Glen Golf Club in New
Baltimore, the Anchor Bay High School JROTC will hold a medals ceremony. If
you are interested in supporting this event as a representative for the
chapter, please contact Roy Yaple at yapler@comcast.net.

MEMBERSHIP

At our most recent Board of Directors meeting, Membership Chair Roy
Yaple provided the following details on our member status
Southeastern Michigan MOAA Chapter Membership Report 21 March 2025

25 members are current in chapter dues status.

9 members were placed on the chapter inactive roster

1 member, Harold Anderson, passed away in November 2024; his wife
advised me of this earlier this month.

Dues reminders are contained in each chapter newsletter

One inactive roster member requested to be removed from membership.
Each inactive roster member has been the subject of at least three dues
reminders.

Three members on the inactive roster have expressed intent to pay, but
have yet to pay. None of the others on the inactive roster have responded
to any contacts.

VW.semimoaa org
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Chapter Opportunities for Service

The chapter Treasurer position remains open. If you are interested in serving in this
position, please contact rlhigginsjr@yahoo.com We will be happy to answer questions
and provide training. The major activity for this position is tracking and crediting member
dues payments.

The chapter is also looking for a person to manage the chapter ROTC/JROTC MOAA
medals program. The main period of activity for this responsibility runs from January to
the end of May and involves purchasing medals and certificates and communicating with
schools for delivery of medals. Note that if you are aware of a school with a JROTC
program that does not have an MOAA medal, please contact yapler@comcast.net and
will can almost certainly add them to our list of high schools. We currently work with the
University of Michigan, Eastern Michigan University and 12 metro area high schools.

Surviving Spouse Info

Did You Know That You Can Have a Spouse Account?

-Neither did 1

With MOAA’s military spouse programs and resources, you get the knowledge, tools and events to
help you stay informed and empowered.

You don’t need to be a “Surviving” spouse to create your account. Click the link below to set up
your account.

CREATE YOUR SPOUSE ACCOUNT: If this is your first time adding your spouse information, be sure
to have the MOAA member number, as well as the member’s first and last name. The MOAA member
number is on your Military Officer magazine. If you are the MOAA member, log into MOAA and
update your profile to include your spouse’s information.

Questions? Contact MOAA's Member Service Center at (800) 234-6622, or find us on social media:
e Facebook.com/moaaspouse
¢ MOAA's Facebook, X, and Instagram

VW.semimoag
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Resources for You

VA Healthcare, Pension and Compensation; Weekly Zoom Calls

If you are in the White Lake or Milford area, please feel free to contact Henry Storm or Roy Yaple

(yapler@comcast.net) about the VA breakfast meetings, Monday and Friday at 7AM at Leo’s Coney Island

in White Lake and Wednesday at 7AM at the Americus Grill in Milford. Breakfast is pay as you go and a

wonderful place to enjoy fellowship with other veterans and ask questions on VA-related topics.

If you are applying for VA Healthcare or considering filing a VA disability claim, and are looking for help,
please consider attending the weekly 4PM Thursday Zoom coffee or the noon Sunday Zoom podcast on
VA Healthcare and Disability Claim topics. Please contact chapter member Henry Storm at
ancientgrape@gmail.com or Roy Yaple at yapler@comcast.net for links to these weekly Zoom events.
(Please note that the VA1010EZ, the form for applying for VA Healthcare has been revised as of this month
(July 2024). If you applied in the past and were denied VA Health Care, another look with the new form

may be appropriate to see if you qualify for VA Healthcare).

Veterans Crisis Line

The end of a relationship. Loss of a job. Housing instability. Feeling a loss of
purpose. At some point, everyone will face a challenge. Some of those challenges

may develop into a crisis.

Recognizing a crisis in yourself or those you care about can help you know

when to find support.

24/7 Confidential, Crisis Support, for Veterans and Their Loved Ones
Dial 988 then Press 1
Or text 838255
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