
The next Chapter General Meeting will be on 18
September at the Rusty Bucket in Bingham
Farms. See below for additional details.

 Chapter Meeting

THE METRO DETROIT
METEOR

Important Information

US Representative Names and Districts

5 - Tim Walberg
6 - Debbie Dingell
7 - Tom Barrett
8 - Kristen Rivet
9 - Lisa McLain

10 - John James
11 - Haley Stevens
12 - Rashida Tlaib
13 - Shri Thanedar
119th Congress

Chapter Address
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Chapter Board Members
President - LCDR Rich Higgins, USN (Ret)
Vice President - 1LT Rob Kull, ARNG
Treasurer - Vacant
Secretary - LTC Larry Powell, USA (Ret)
Surviving Spouse Liaison - COL Noreen Diedo, USA (Ret)
Past President - CDR Roy Yaple, USN (Ret)

www.semimoaa.org

Chapter Digital links:
Chapter web site, www.semimoaa.org 
MOAA web presence.

https://www.moaa.org/chapter/southeasternmichigan/

For all non-digital correspondence use the following address:
560 Barrington Rd. Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230

Disclaimer
The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit military
and veterans association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense
and ensuring our nation keeps its commitments to currently serving,
retired, and former members of the uniformed services and their families
and survivors.
The Southeastern Michigan Chapter of MOAA (SEMI M OAA) is affiliated with
the Michigan Council MOAA and the national MOAA Organization and are all
nonpartisan
All material or other information - including links - contained in the SEMI
MOAA newsletter is provided as a public service to military service
members and their families.
The contents of this publication is  subject to periodic updating. 
Although every attempt is made to ensure that information is accurate and
timely, the content is presented "as is" and without warranties. 
Use of the information is strictly voluntary and at the user's sole risk.

Click to open webpage 

31 August 2025

 Membership is open to those who hold or have ever held a warrant
or commission in any component of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy,
Air Force, Space Force, Coast Guard, Public Health Service, and
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and their
surviving spouses.
The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is the
country's leading organization protecting the rights of military
servicemembers and their families. Those who belong to MOAA not
only lend their voices to a greater cause, but they also gain access
to extensive benefits tailored to the needs and lifestyles of military
officers. MOAA members proudly hail from every branch of the
uniformed services. To them, we have made the same promise that
they have made to their country: Never Stop Serving. Although
membership in the national MOAA organization is not a
requirement to join this Chapter, we strongly encourage you to
join. The basic level of MOAA membership is free.
To become a member click HERE

Membership
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Retiree Appreciation Day
Selfridge Air National Guard Base (SANGB) will
host its annual Retiree Appreciation Day on
September 20, 2025

 Chapter Elections
Next month we will begin the
election process. More below.  

https://www.house.mi.gov/AllRepresentatives
http://www.semimoaa.org/
https://www.moaa.org/chapter/southeasternmichigan/
https://www.house.gov/representatives#state-michigan
https://www.house.gov/representatives#state-michigan
https://www.semimoaa.org/membership--dues.html
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From the President: Protecting Our Veterans from VA Claim Sharks
Fellow Chapter Members,
This month I want to address a critical issue affecting our veterans: the rise of "VA claim

sharks"—unaccredited individuals or businesses illegally charging veterans for assistance

with VA disability claims. Federal law prohibits such fees for initial claims, yet these

predatory entities exploit loopholes, leaving veterans vulnerable to fraud.

Several states have taken some action. For example, Michigan requires anyone charging for

VA claim assistance to comply with federal regulations, ensuring veterans receive help

from accredited sources, but does not prohibit for-profit claim assistance. States like

Maine, New Jersey, and New York have passed similar laws, with New Jersey leading as the

first to criminalize unaccredited fee-charging. However, Louisiana has controversially

allowed capped fees up to $12,500, favoring for-profit companies.

We should advocate for a system where veterans can access their earned benefits without

the financial burden and potential exploitation associated with for-profit claims assistance

from unaccredited individuals or companies.

Click HERE to send an email to your legislators requesting their support to Stop "Claims

Sharks" from taking advantage of veterans.

Nationally, the “GUARD VA Benefits Act” seeks to reinstate criminal penalties for

unaccredited entities charging unauthorized fees. The PACT Act of 2022 also increased

penalties, but a lack of federal criminal enforcement allows claim sharks to persist.

Violators can face severe consequences, including felony charges, hefty fines, and

debarment from federal programs.

Veterans must remain vigilant. Only VA-accredited individuals or organizations can lawfully

assist with claims, and they are prohibited from charging for initial filings. I urge you to

seek VA assistance from trusted, accredited sources, and report any suspicious activity.

Together, let’s protect our veterans’ hard-earned benefits and ensure they receive the

support they deserve. 

Sincerely,

Rich Higgins, LCDR, USN (Ret.)

President

Fireball           A Message from the President 
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https://michigancommandersgroup.org/Legislative/LP.php?Priority=03


2025 Meetings

Board Meetings Chapter/Other Meetings

Jan 16
Feb
20

Mar
20

Jan 30 Chapter Lunch Apr 7-10 Advocacy in Action
May 1 Chapter Dinner
National MOAA Visit

Apr 17
May

14
Jun 19

May 10 International
Armed Forces Dining out

Jun 12 Chapter Lunch Jul 9 Chapter ZOOM Meeting

Jul 17 Aug 21 Oct 16 Sep 18 Chapter Luncheon
Sep 20 Retiree Appreciation
Day

Nov 6 Chapter Mtg / Election
of Officers

Oct 16 Chapter Zoom Mtg
Nov 9 Veteran’s Day
Remembrance

Dec 13 Wreaths Across
America

Recent Events

www.semimoaa.org
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Due to the extensive geographic footprint of the chapter, we do not have a standard meeting location. Rather, we move the
meeting location around to accomodate our members. The meetings are announced well in advance via email, our website and
this newsletter.  If you need information about chapter happenings, contact one of our Board members at this link. 

www.semimoaa.org

Chapter internal review of finances completed

Roy Yaple and Larry Powell have been appointed by the Board of Directors to perform an
internal audit of the Chapter’s financial records. Although there are no concerns regarding
any irregularities, the Board deemed it prudent to conduct the audit as a matter of sound
business practice. The audit was completed and there were no issues to report. The Chapter
finances are in good shape and meet all financial standards. A copy of the audit results will
be made available on the chapter website.

United States Coast Guard Auxiliary University Program (AUP)

At our recent Chapter Board meeting, Christian Sandvig, a
University of Michigan professor, Coast Guard Auxiliary volunteer
and volunteer sponsor for the AUP provided us with an overview of
their program and some of its needs. 

The AUP mission is to provide a continuous resource of well-trained
viable officer candidates which can develop into career officers in
the United States Coast Guard or similar service agency, without
the commitment of an ROTC Program.

Unlike ROTC programs, students are responsible for supplying their own uniforms and
equipment. Professor Sandvig came to us looking for guidance and support to generate funds or
locate a source for these uniforms. Each student needs around $1,000 to cover the cost of their
uniforms and cold weather gear.

The Board agreed to provide a $500 grant to the program and make the chapter members aware
of the need, so that if so inclined, members might also make a contribution.  Additionally,
organizing a fundraiser could be a viable option, as there are students available to participate.

If  you would like to  make a contribution, please contact Rich Higgins at rlhigginsjr@yahoo.com

mailto:rlhigginsjr@yahoo.com


The MOAA Advocacy Update
Every week, MOAA's advocacy leaders and other experts discuss issues of importance to our members
and the uniformed services community. Watch the latest here.

To stay informed, you can subscribe to the MOAA YouTube channel here.

To contact your legislators and to learn about what MOAA is working on with Congress, click here.

LegislativeLegislative

CornerCorner

www.semimoaa.org
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TRICARE Improvements, Housing Help, and More: MOAA Presses Congress to
Safeguard Key NDAA Measures

Provisions designed to improve the TRICARE benefit, military housing, child care, and other critical
programs are “essential to addressing the challenges facing today’s servicemembers and
strengthening the foundation for those who will serve tomorrow,” MOAA’s president and CEO wrote
to key lawmakers as must-pass defense authorization legislation takes shape.
 
Lt. Gen. Brian T. Kelly, USAF (Ret), urged lawmakers to ensure important servicemember- and military
family-focused provisions remain intact as the FY 2026 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA)
moves toward floor consideration. The letter was sent to every member of the House and Senate
Armed Services Committees – panels that play a pivotal role in shaping defense policy.
The Aug. 12 letter came after both committees passed versions of the NDAA but before either
chamber has taken floor action. This pre-floor period is a critical opportunity for lawmakers to add,
amend, or protect provisions before the legislation advances to the next phase of the congressional
process.
 
Kelly’s letter identifies several priority items from both the House and Senate committee-passed
NDAA bills:
 
House

Presentation by a Veterans Service Organization (VSO) in Transition Assistance Program (TAP)
Counseling: Supports transition by requiring approved VSO involvement to help navigate and
access benefits.

By: Brenden McMahon

https://moaa.quorum.us/video/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZJJ2z1-x_q3tfOALHMIkAR_pVTjEhk86
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZJJ2z1-x_q3tfOALHMIkAR_pVTjEhk86
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZJJ2z1-x_q3tfOALHMIkAR_pVTjEhk86
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZJJ2z1-x_q3tfOALHMIkAR_pVTjEhk86
https://www.youtube.com/@TheMOAAChannel
https://www.youtube.com/@TheMOAAChannel
https://www.youtube.com/@TheMOAAChannel
https://www.youtube.com/@TheMOAAChannel
https://moaa.quorum.us/
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MICHIGAN COMMANDERS GROUP

The Michigan Commander’s Group and the VFW will be offering THRIVE 101 training this
September. The training is tailored for approximately 45 leaders from across Michigan's Veteran
Service Organizations. It's a unique opportunity to introduce these concepts to leadership
across the state and reinforce a shared commitment to supporting the veteran community.

Date: Monday, September 15, 2025
Location: VFW State Headquarters, Lansing, MI
From 10am to 4:30pm.

THRIVE 101 is foundational resilience training designed to equip participants with practical tools
to build mental fitness, strengthen peer support, and foster post-traumatic growth. It also
focuses on proactive strategies for suicide prevention and protection, stress management, and
enhancing overall well-being. It's open to anyone in a Veteran Service Organization. Michigan
Commanders Group believes that this is a great opportunity for all veteran service groups. For
more information, click here.

Family Separation Allowance (FSA) Increase: Increases FSA to $400 per month, improving support for
families while servicemembers are away from home in service of our country.
Pilot Program on Access to Obstetrical and Gynecological Care Under TRICARE Prime: Streamlines
access to care by eliminating a TRICARE Prime referral requirement for OB-GYN care.
Pilot Program to Treat Pregnancy as a Qualifying Life Event for Enrollment in TRICARE Select: Improves
access to prenatal care by allowing pregnant beneficiaries to switch TRICARE plans outside of the
annual open season.

Senate
Modifications to Calculation of Basic Allowance for Subsistence (BAS) for Enlisted Members: Protects
BAS from decreased payments.

Increased Awareness and Improved Calculation of Rates for the Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH):
Requires the creation of online tools to support servicemember understanding of their pays and how
they are calculated.

Report on Unmet Need for Child Care in Areas with Significant Populations of Members of the Armed
Forces: Directs DoD to assess the unmet child care need for each military installation, review efforts
to recruit and retain child care providers, and develop a plan to reduce those unmet needs.

Expansion of Individual Longitudinal Exposure Record (ILER): Directs DoD to expand the ILER to
document all exposures, including within the U.S., and ensure the data is available to the VA for care,
research, and benefits processing.

Improvements to Annual DoD Reports on Waivers of Privacy and Configuration Standards for Covered
Military Unaccompanied Housing:Increases oversight of unaccompanied housing waivers and
requires get-well plans for facilities that don’t meet standards.

This article appears on MOAA’s website. To see more details on this article, or other related VA news, click
this link. 

TRICARE Cont’d.

https://michigancommandersgroup.org/20250915THRIVE101.pdf
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2025-news-articles/advocacy/tricare-expansion,-housing-help,-and-more-moaa-presses-congress-to-safeguard-key-ndaa-measures/?ite=5254&ito=2538&itq=8e053180-bb65-42b1-b320-a04b3da48f5a&itx%5Bidio%5D=9881196
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Items of Interest

MVAA grants $1.5 million to community organizations to help prevent veteran homelessness

LANSING, Mich. – The Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency (MVAA) has granted $1.5 million from the Fiscal
Year (FY) 2025 Michigan Veteran Homelessness Prevention Grant (MiVHPG) to six nonprofit
organizations across Michigan. The MiVHPG is made available to provide financial assistance to in-
state nonprofits that assist veterans and their families who are facing homelessness.

“MVAA is here to stand beside veterans experiencing housing instability by offering support,
resources and a path forward,” said MVAA Director Brian L. Love. “The commitment from our staff and
community partners is the foundation of this important work.”

The MVAA distributes homelessness prevention grants of not more than $250,000 each to Michigan-
based nonprofits that help veterans and their families who are at risk or experiencing homelessness.
Grant funds must be used to support initiatives that offer immediate relief and housing for veterans in
need. This includes immediate relief shelters, long-term rental housing and mortgage assistance.

The FY 2025 MiVHPG recipients are:
Barry County United Way
Center for Higher Education Achievement
Disability Network Eastern Michigan
8Cap
Mid-Michigan Community Action Agency
Upper Peninsula Commission for Area Progress (UPCAP).

“We are excited to continue offering this grant to help provide additional housing and assistance
within Michigan and to better serve veterans facing homelessness,” said Cassie Smith, MVAA
homeless veteran coordinator. “Every connection we make and resource provided is a step toward
ensuring that no veteran is left behind.”

More information about the MiVHPG is available by emailing MVAAGrants@michigan.gov.

Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency - The MVAA is the central coordinating agency, providing support,
care, advocacy and service to veterans and their families. As a state agency, MVAA works to identify
and break down barriers veterans face in employment, education, health care and quality of life, to
make Michigan a great place for veterans and their families to call home. More information about
MVAA is available at Michigan.gov/MVAA or by reading our FY24 Annual Report.

https://www.michigan.gov/mvaa
https://www.michigan.gov/mvaa/-/media/Project/Websites/MVAA/mvaa/MVAA-2024-Annual-Report.pdf?rev=1761ced2e2964eab9eb658fc22a2b0d4&hash=E96D32D6656B42279771637F4A38C201
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““No day shall erase you from the memory of time.””
— Virgil (70 BC–19 BC)

Join with family, friends, and community members as The War Memorial commemorates the 24th
anniversary of September 11, 2001. This will be a moment where people of all religions, cultures, and
walks of life can come together in solemn remembrance of and solidarity against the hatred that fueled
those tragic events in New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and indeed the entire United States and world.

Ed Zier, the author of “Undaunted” will provide a personal reflection at this years’ service. Moments of
silence will also be observed for the airplane crashes that hit the World Trade Center, the Pentagon, a
field near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, and for all lives lost on 9/11.

September 11, 2025
8:30am

A coffee social hour will be held in the Alger Center Community Room after the morning service for all
to gather for conversation, reflection, and fellowship.

The lakefront lawn of the historic Alger House
Free and open to the public

To register, click here.

The War Memorial is located at: 32 Lake Shore Drive | Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236

The Clinton Township Patriot Day Ceremony

Join us at the American Veteran’s Memorial on Thursday, September 11, 2025 at 10:00 a.m. for
Clinton Township’s Patriot Day Ceremony, hosted by Resurrection Cemetery.

As a day for prayer and remembrance, this ceremony will honor those who perished in the
September 11 attacks, including the first responders who lost their lives in selfless service to
others.

Resurrection Cemetery is located at 18201 Clinton River Road, Clinton Township, MI 48038-2903

https://warmemorial.my.salesforce-sites.com/ticket/#/instances/a0FVm000006BInlMAG
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Upcoming Events

www.semimoaa.org

Chapter Lunch
18 September
Rusty Bucket

Join us for a great time and great food!
The chapter returns to the Rusty Bucket for a time of
camaraderie, food and a little business. The lunch will begin
at 1300 and be followed by a  business meeting.  Each
person will be ordering from the menu, but there will be one
bill. Please bring cash to cover your lunch, tip and tax to
provide to the person paying the bill. 

If you plan to attend, please RSVP at this link.

30450 Telegraph Rd, Bingham Farms, MI 48025
 
https://myrustybucket.com/menu

https://www.semimoaa.org/meetings--events.html
https://myrustybucket.com/menu
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Selfridge ANG Base will once again host a Military Retiree Appreciation Day. RSVP NLT 14
September. Space is limited to the first 375 registrants.

Open to all military retirees, those transitioning into retirement and their spouses. For more

information please contact the Retiree Affairs Office at selfrao@yahoo.comor at 586-239-5580.

A valid military ID is required to enter the base and to purchase anything in the Commissary or

Exchange. Click here to register.

Participating Services: 
Walk-In ID Card
Services
Retirement Services
Office
Tricare/Humana 
Medicare
Commissary/AAAFES
County VA Office
DMVA
MVAA
County Sheriff
Department 
Legal Assistance 
Flu Shots

www.semimoaa.org

Military Retiree Appreciation Day

Saturday 20 September 2025
8am - 4pm

https://forms.osi.apps.mil/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=D9fm-kuVEUiStgUw1vhMQwcm1lZNFipCvyU824oUOUtURU9VWU1MRlZNMjY1RjI1WUc3Qk9TOVJWNy4u&route=shorturl
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MEMBERSHI
MEMBERSHIP

The chapter has 32 members and welcomes new members to join
via the Combined Join Form available on the chapter web site
www.semimoaa.org  
 
If someone has a prospect for membership, they should feel free
to contact me with any comments or questions about joining the
chapter. If someone has a question about their dues status, they
can contact me at yapler@comcast.net
 

www.semimoaa.org

Chapter Opportunities for Service
 
The chapter Treasurer position remains open. If you are interested in serving in this
position, please contact rlhigginsjr@yahoo.com We will be happy to answer questions
and provide training. The major activity for this position is tracking and crediting member
dues payments.
 
The chapter is also looking for a person to manage the chapter ROTC/JROTC MOAA
medals program. The main period of activity for this responsibility runs from January to
the end of May and involves purchasing medals and certificates and communicating with
schools for delivery of medals. Note that if you are aware of a school with a JROTC
program that does not have an MOAA medal, please contact yapler@comcast.net and
will can almost certainly add them to our list of high schools. We currently work with the
University of Michigan, Eastern Michigan University and 12 metro area high schools.

Dues for national MOAA and the chapter membership are separate. We encourage a member
to join both organizations.

 
Chapter dues are for the calendar year of $20 are due each year in January. Dues can be paid
by check for $20 made out to Southeastern Michigan Chapter MOAA or via the dues link on
the website.
 
Please note that the main source of revenue for the chapter is member dues. Paying dues on
time at the start of the calendar year allows the chapter to operate within the annual budget
with confidence. We are grateful for timely payment of member dues.

http://www.semimoaa.org/
http://www.semimoaa.org/
https://www.semimoaa.org/membership--dues.html
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Surviving Spouse Info
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 Recently, I’ve heard questions about what happens to a USAA Subscriber’s Account when

the account holder passes away. These accounts hold part of USAA’s capital and allow

the association to share earnings with members, some of whom may qualify for senior

bonus distributions.

 

Upon the death of my husband in 2021, USAA asked whether I would like to take the

money out of the account and start the account over again as a new owner, or to take

some money out in small withdrawals.

 

USAA bylaws state that upon the death of the account holder:

 

“[P]ayment will be made to the widow(er) or, if there is no surviving spouse, to the estate.

However, if a widow(er) entitled to such payment chooses to continue membership in his

or her name, at the option of the widow(er), such amount may be paid to the widow(er)

or retained in the subscriber's account; any election to receive such payment must be

made in conjunction with the decision to continue membership in such widow(er)'s

name.”

Either option may make sense as part of your financial plans moving forward. My advice:

Contact USAA to learn more about your options.

This article appeared on the MOAA webpage. For additional information contact:

sscomm@moaa.org

Surviving Spouse Corner: Questions About USAA Subscriber’s Accounts 
By: Susan R. Collins

www.semimoaa.org

https://www.usaa.com/about/corporate/bylaws/
mailto:sscomm@moaa.org
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VA Healthcare, Pension and Compensation; Weekly Zoom Calls

If you are in the White Lake or Milford area, please feel free to contact Henry Storm or Roy Yaple

(yapler@comcast.net) about the VA breakfast meetings, Monday and Friday at 7AM at Leo’s Coney

Island in White Lake and Wednesday at 7AM at the Americus Grill in Milford. Breakfast is pay as you go

and a wonderful place to enjoy fellowship with other veterans and ask questions on VA-related topics. 
 

If you are applying for VA Healthcare or considering filing a VA disability claim, and are looking for help,

please consider attending the weekly 4PM Thursday Zoom coffee or the noon Sunday Zoom podcast on

VA Healthcare and Disability Claim topics. 

This is the link for you to save to access the Website. Here you will find all of the links that are

individually listed below :

          12:00 - 1:00 PM EST Sunday Noon Veteran Sitrep Podcast 

           4:00 - 5:00 PM EST Thursday Vet Talk

          Facebook Page Trusted Helpers: A daily update on what is happening with your VA benefits

          550+ Videos, created by Air Force Veteran Ed Ruckle, answering questions veterans, like you,

have asked.

Please note that the VA 1010EZ, the form for applying for VA Healthcare has been revised as of this

month (July 2024). If you applied in the past and were denied VA Health Care, another look with the new

form may be appropriate to see if you qualify for VA Healthcare).

www.semimoaa.org

mailto:yapler@comcast.net
https://sites.google.com/view/veteran-facilitator/home
https://sites.google.com/view/veteran-facilitator/home
https://sites.google.com/view/veteran-facilitator/home
https://sites.google.com/view/veteran-facilitator/home
https://sites.google.com/view/veteran-facilitator/home
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The end of a relationship. Loss of a job. Housing
instability. Feeling a loss of purpose. At some point,
everyone will face a challenge. Some of those
challenges may develop into a crisis. 
Recognizing a crisis in yourself or those you
care about can help you know when to find
support.
 24/7 Confidential, Crisis Support, for Veterans

and Their Loved Ones
 Dial 988 then Press 1

 Or text 838255

www.semimoaa.org


