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Chapter Board Members

President - LCDR Rich Higgins, USN (Ret)

Vice President - 1LT Rob Kul, ARNG

Treasurer - Vacant

Secretary - LTC Larry Powell, USA (Ret)

Surviving Spouse Liaison - COL Noreen Diedo, USA (Ret)
Past President - CDR Roy Yaple, USN (Ret)

Chapter Address
Chapter Digital links:
¢ Chapter web site, www.semimoaa.org
* MOAA web presence.
https://www.moaa.org/chapter/southeasternmichigan/

For all non-digital correspondence use the following address:
560 Barrington Rd. Grosse Pointe Park, Ml 48230
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Military Officers Association of America

Important Information

Chapter Dues
The annual dues are payable by January30th.
Many are still outstanding. They are still $20. You
can pay online, or send a check made out to
“Southeastern Michigan Chapter MOAA” to 560
Barrington Rd. Grosse Pointe Park, Ml 48230

Chapter Luncheon, May Ist

A representative from National MOAA will
be our guest. See below for details.

Disclaimer

o The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit military
and veterans association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense
and ensuring our nation Kkeeps its commitments to currently serving,
retired, and former members of the uniformed services and their families
and survivors.

¢ The Southeastern Michigan Chapter of MOAA (SEMI M OAA) is affiliated with
the Michigan Council MOAA and the national MOAA Organization and are all
nonpartisan

¢ All material or other information - including links - contained in the SEMI
MOAA newsletter is provided as a public service to military service
members and their families.

e The contents of this publication is subject to periodic updating.

¢ Although every attempt is made to ensure that information is accurate and
timely, the content is presented "as is" and without warranties.

o Use of the information is strictly voluntary and at the user's sole risk.

Membership

Membership is open to those who hold or have ever held a warrant
or commission in any component of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy,
Air Force, Space Force, Coast Guard, Public Health Service, and
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and their
surviving spouses.

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is the
country's leading organization protecting the rights of military
servicemembers and their families. Those who belong to MOAA not
only lend their voices to a greater cause, but they also gain access
to extensive benefits tailored to the needs and lifestyles of military
officers. MOAA members proudly hail from every branch of the
uniformed services. To them, we have made the same promise that
they have made to their country: Never Stop Serving. Although
membership in the national MOAA organization is not a
requirement to join this Chapter, we strongly encourage you to
join. The basic level of MOAA membership is free.

To become a member click HERE

US Representative Names and Districts

Click to open webpage

10 - John James

11 - Haley Stevens
12 - Rashida Tlaib
13 - Shri Thanedar

119th Congress

5 - Tim Walberg
6 - Debbie Dingell
7 - Tom Barrett

8 - Kristen Rivet
9 - Lisa McLain

MOAA

INSOVAN @I
PLANS

Standing with you
at every stage.

1-800-247-2192
www.moaainsurance.com/plans

100392



https://www.house.mi.gov/AllRepresentatives
http://www.semimoaa.org/
https://www.moaa.org/chapter/southeasternmichigan/
https://www.house.gov/representatives#state-michigan
https://www.house.gov/representatives#state-michigan
https://my.cheddarup.com/c/semimoaa-org-dues/items?cart
https://www.semimoaa.org/membership--dues.html

Fireball’iOA Message from the President

Supporting Military Families Through Education and Resources: MOAA’s Key Programs

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is instrumental in supporting military
families through two notable programs: the MOAA Scholarship Fund and The MOAA
Foundation. My message this month is to encourage you to support one or both charities.
Any contribution, whether one-time or recurring, can aid these commendable causes.

Established in 1948, the MOAA Scholarship Fund offers financial assistance to children of
military families pursuing higher education. Supporting over 1,000 students annually, the
fund allocated $4.5 million in grants for the 2024-2025 academic year to alleviate student
debt. The Education Assistance Program provides interest-free loans and grants based on
academic performance, extracurricular involvement, military affiliation, and financial need.
Eligible students must be under 24 years old, have a GPA of 3.0 or higher, and enroll full-time
at an accredited institution. Applications are open from November 1, 2024, to March 1, 2025,
ensuring continuous support throughout undergraduate studies.

Additionally, The MOAA Foundation (TMF), founded in 2014, addresses various challenges
faced by military families through five key areas: Career Transition, Community Outreach,
Crisis Relief, Military Spouse Professional Development, and Professional Education
Outreach. These initiatives include career development events, emergency relief grants,

support for military spouses, and seminars on crucial issues. TMF collaborates extensively
with MOAA councils and chapters, providing substantial support nationwide.

While contributions to both charities make a tremendous impact in the lives of those we
serve, The MOAA Foundation currently has the most pressing need for donations. Every
donation, no matter the size, makes a positive difference in the lives of uniformed
servicemembers and their families across the country.

Together, these programs underscore MOAA’s unwavering commitment to the uniformed
services community, enhancing education and offering resources to improve the lives of
military families.

Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Best regards,

Rich Higgins

President
Southeastern Michigan Chapter, MOAA

VW.semimoaad



https://charities.moaa.org/scholarship-fund/aboutSF/
https://charities.moaa.org/scholarship-fund/loan-programs/
https://charities.moaa.org/the-moaa-foundation/our-programs/?_gl=1*1hetp8f*_ga*MjgyMTQzNjY0LjE3MjcxODQ5NjA.*_ga_ZVDM8N2Q3S*MTczNzU2NzcxMC4zMC4xLjE3Mzc1NjkxMjguMC4wLjA.*_ga_VTLJKJ7M7T*MTczNzU2NzcxMC4yNS4xLjE3Mzc1NjkxMjguMC4wLjA.

2025 Meetings

Board Meetings Chapter/Other Meetings

May 1 Chapter Lunch

Jan16 |Feb 20 |Mar 20 |Jan 30 Chapter Lunch Apr 7-10 Advocacy in Action National MOAA Visit

May 9 International Sep 20 Retiree Appreciation

Apr17 |Juni19 | Jul17 Sep 4 Chapter Dinner

Armed Forces Dining out Day
Nov 6 Chapter Mtg / Nov 9 Veteran’s Day Dec 13 Wreaths Across
Aug 211 Oct 16 | Dec 20 Election of Officers Remembrance America

Due to the extensive geographic footprint of the chapter, we do not have a standard meeting location. Rather, we move the
meeting location around to accomodate our members. The meetings are announced well in advance via email and this newsletter.
If you need information about chapter happenings, contact one of our Board members at this link.

Recent Events

On January 30th, chapter members got

together at Mulligan’s restaurant on
Selfridge Air National Guard Base. Mark
Benjamin, CDR, USCG (Ret), who is the Vice
President of the Michigan Council of
Chapters, swore in the newly elected
chapter officers. Former USMC Captain and
guest speaker James Michael, who is the
Veteran Liaison for Congressman John
James of Michigan’s 10th District, shared
updates on issues that matter to military
veterans.


https://www.semimoaa.org/contact-us.html
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The MOAA Advocacy Update

Every week, MOAA's advocacy leaders and other experts discuss issues of importance to our members
and the uniformed services community. Watch the latest here.

To stay informed, you can subscribe to the MOAA YouTube channel_here.

To contact your legislators and to learn about what MOAA is working on with Congress, click here.

Advocacy in Action (AlA)

This year, state representatives will gather in Washington DC from 7 to 10 April as part of MOAA’s
Advocacy in Action (AlA). During AIA, select MOAA chapter members visit their state Congressional
representatives to advocate for military legislation that supports military servicemembers and their
families. Chapter President Rich Higgins and a chapter representative from the Michigan Council of
Chapters of MOAA will represent Michigan in visiting Michigan members of the US Senate and House.

At the State Level

Michigan Veterans Coalition
The State of Michigan needs legislation for funding to maintain the Michigan Veterans Coalition

(MVC) Service Officers Program, which performs the tasks of filing claims and appeals on behalf of
Michigan's veterans and their families. The legislation would assure that it is a standard appropriation,
as is allowed for county Veterans Affairs operations.

Last fiscal year, the work of the Michigan Veterans Coalition, and its 72 certified Veteran Service
Officers resulted in $660,000,000 of benefits for Michigan veterans and their families. During the last
fiscal year (ending September 30), the MVC Service Officers Program was cut by $207,000 and will be
out of money in August. This fiscal year, the program will be cut by $211,000 and will be out of money
even sooner. MVC Veteran Service Officers are leaving the program due to lack of pay and the
vacancies cannot be filled due to the cuts.

Recently, the Michigan Senate passed Senate Bills 540 and 541, which propose the creation of the
Michigan Veterans Coalition Grant Program and the Michigan Veterans Coalition Fund. These bills aim
to provide grants to veteran service organizations to support their operations within the state.

Both bills have been passed by the Senate and are currently pending further action in the legislative

process.



https://moaa.quorum.us/video/
https://moaa.quorum.us/video/
https://moaa.quorum.us/video/
https://moaa.quorum.us/video/
https://moaa.quorum.us/video/
https://moaa.quorum.us/video/
https://www.youtube.com/@TheMOAAChannel
https://www.youtube.com/@TheMOAAChannel
https://www.youtube.com/@TheMOAAChannel
https://www.youtube.com/@TheMOAAChannel
https://moaa.quorum.us/

Coalition cont’d.

To maintain funding for the Michigan Veterans Coalition Service Officers Program, it’s essential to
engage with the legislative process and support initiatives that secure financial resources for veteran
service organizations. Please contact your representative in the Michigan House to keep this moving
through the process.

You can send them an email via the Commander’s Group website at this link.

Source: legislature.mi.gov

Items of Interest

Ending the Wait - Future Recommendations for Veterans and VA Claims

In September, MOAA and Disabled American Veterans (DAV) issued a report, “Ending
the Wait for Toxic-Exposed Veterans”. Veterans have been exposed to toxins while
serving for over 100 years. The new report investigates that history regarding how the
VA and earlier organizations have cared for those who serve and recommended
changes to lower the average time between an exposure and the receipt of full VA
benefits. The report offers a guiding path for the VA to reform the toxic exposure
claims process and expand on progress achieved with the August 2022 signing of the
Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to Address
Comprehensive Toxics (PACT) Act.

For more information including the personal stories of other veterans, see
www.endingthewait.org. or

https://www.dav.org/ending-the-wait/
MOAA’s Military Officer Magazine, November 2024, pages 16 and 17

Spread the word: The 2025 Veterans Benefits Guide is now available

e The handbook contains a comprehensive listing of VA programs, including phone numbers and
websites for easy reference. The annual Federal Benefits Guide hosts a wealth of information on
most VA benefits and services, including:

e Compensation.

e Life insurance.

e Pension and fiduciary services.

e Education benefits.

e Economic development and employment.

¢ Home loan guaranty programs and housing assistance.

e Mental health resources.

Source: “VA News” https://department.va.gov



http://www.endingthewait.org/
https://www.dav.org/ending-the-wait/
https://michigancommandersgroup.org/Legislative/LP.php?Priority=07
https://department.va.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/2025-Federal-Benefits-for-Veterans-Dependents-and-Survivors.pdf

Heroes' Movement: A Path to Wellhess for Veterans
By: LCDR Richard Higgins, USN (Ret)
President
Southeastern Michigan Chapter, MOAA

On Saturday, January 25, my wife Susan and | had the honor of
attending the inaugural gala for Heroes' Movement at The War
Memorial in Grosse Pointe, Michigan. Representing MOAA’s
Southeastern Michigan Chapter, | arrived with about 20 MOAA business HEROES' MOV
cards—and by the end of the night, every one of them had found its way s
into the hands of a current or former commissioned officer, or
someone who knew one.

Heroes' Movement is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to improving veterans’ physical and
mental well-being through movement-based workouts and athletics. By partnering with
gyms nationwide, the organization ensures that veterans can train for free while reimbursing
the gyms for their services. Each participating gym follows specialized guidelines designed
to accommodate veterans with post-traumatic stress (PTS) and traumatic brain injury (TBI),
creating a safe and supportive training environment. Open to all veterans, regardless of
branch of service, the program fosters wellness and camaraderie through fitness.

The gala itself was an unforgettable evening-live music, an open bar, charcuterie, endless
hors d’oeuvres, and a silent auction. However, the most moving part of the night was hearing
the story of Josh Wege, a young Marine who lost both legs after his Humvee struck an IED. He
recalled how a Navy Corpsman’s quick actions saved his life, but his future remained
uncertain until Heroes' Movement founder Mike McKay stepped in. McKay arranged for a
gym and a personal trainer to work with him-all at no cost.

"It saved my life," Josh said, his voice filled with emotion. Today, he is happily married and
expecting his first child.

Throughout the evening, | had the opportunity to connect with fellow attendees, many of
whom were current or former commissioned officers. Some were not yet MOAA members,
so | eagerly shared our mission and left my card with several individuals who expressed
interest in joining. One attendee, already a MOAA member, committed to becoming part of
our chapter.

The evening ended with a paddle-raise auction in support of Heroes’ Movement. The
auctioneer started at $2,000, and hands shot up to thunderous applause. The call for $1,000
saw even more supporters step forward. Then came the $S500 level, and - | raised my paddle,
as did many others. To my surprise, | turned to see Susan raising hers as well.

"Jeez, Sue. We need to communicate better," | whispered. "l thought we were going to limit
ourselves to $500."

She smiled and replied, "We did."
The work of Heroes' Movement is profoundly impactful, offering veterans a renewed sense

of strength and resilience. The gala was a powerful reminder of the sacrifices made by those
who serve—and of the importance of supporting them in their journey beyond the uniform.



https://www.heroesmovementusa.org/
https://www.warmemorial.org/
https://www.warmemorial.org/
https://www.heroesmovementusa.org/
https://www.semimoaa.org/

Heroes' cont’d

Strengthening Our Mission Through Partnership

MOAA’s Southeastern Michigan Chapter is continually seeking new ways to expand our
membership and engage with individuals who share our commitment to service, leadership, and
camaraderie. Supporting initiatives like Heroes' Movement aligns perfectly with the core
mission of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)—-advocating for and empowering
those who have served.

Additionally, our connection with The War Memorial presents another vital opportunity to
deepen our engagement with the veteran community. The War Memorial has long been a
beacon of honor and remembrance, preserving the legacy of service members through
educational initiatives, commemorative events, and community outreach. Their commitment
not only celebrates the contributions of veterans but also provides essential support for their
transition to civilian life. By fostering a space that honors their sacrifices, The War Memorial
ensures that their stories inspire future generations and strengthen the bonds within our
community.

As we look for meaningful ways to grow, partnerships with organizations like Heroes' Movement
and The War Memorial allow us to connect with a broader network of veterans and their
families. These collaborations reinforce the values of honor, duty, and service—principles that
define both MOAA and the veterans we seek to support.

By standing together in support of those who have given so much, we ensure that every
veteran's story is honored, every service member finds community, and the mission of MOAA
continues to thrive.

VW.Semimoaad




Upcoming Events

Mark your calendars! On May 1st, Vice Admiral Fred M.
Midgette, USCG (Ret), will be the guest speaker at our
chapter lunch, visiting from MOAA National. Admiral
Midgette is a 1982 graduate of the US Coast Guard Academy
and has earned master's degrees from Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute and the Naval War College.

Opportunities to Serve

Awards-ROTC and JROTC Season Starting Up for MOAA Medals.

Like many other MOAA chapters, our chapter works with local high schools and universities
to recognize outstanding student leaders in JROTC and ROTC units. Recognition is normally
supported by awarding of the MOAA medal and certificate. JROTC and ROTC programs
make a big difference in the lives of these students, their families, and educators within
those schools. It is not only a significant achievement, but also gives those of us privileged
to participate in these ceremonies to have a glimpse of the leaders of the future "on their
way forward". MOAA medal season is normally in the spring in the March-May timeframe.
We normally restock our medals from the MOAA store and coordinate presentations during
the spring. If you are interested in participating, please contact Roy Yaple
(yapler@comcast.net). Presentations are a very positive experience and program

administration is relatively straight forward.

Chapter Opportunities for Service

The chapter Treasurer position remains open. If you are interested in serving in this

position, please contact rlhigginsjr@yahoo.com We will be happy to answer questions
and provide training. The major activity for this position is tracking and crediting member
dues payments.

The chapter is also looking for a person to manage the chapter ROTC/JROTC MOAA
medals program. The main period of activity for this responsibility runs from January to
the end of May and involves purchasing medals and certificates and communicating with
schools for delivery of medals. Note that if you are aware of a school with a JROTC

program that does not have an MOAA medal, please contact yapler@comcast.net and
will can almost certainly add them to our list of high schools. We currently work with the
University of Michigan, Eastern Michigan University and 12 metro area high schools.




Surviving Spouse Info

What to Know About National Cemetery Burials

By: Cheryl Toland

Servicemembers and veterans, and their spouses, are eligible for burial at national
cemeteries. Also eligible are minor dependent children and, under certain conditions,
unmarried adult children with disabilities. An eligible spouse and children may be buried in
a national cemetery even if they predecease the veteran.

If you or a loved one are considering burial in a national cemetery, here are three helpful
considerations:

Locate the nearest cemetery. The VA operates 156 national cemeteries in 42 states and
Puerto Rico. However, not every state has a VA cemetery. To find a cemetery close to you,
visit https://gravelocator.cem.va.gov.

[MOAA PUBLICATION: Your Guide to Military Burials]

Plan ahead. Make an emotional and stressful time less difficult by completing
arrangements in advance. Learn more about the pre-need eligibility determination
process, and fill out forms online, at this link. Other needed documents, such as a DD Form
214 or other separation documents, can be requested online.

Know your resources. Don't underestimate what the VA can do for you. You can learn
more about VA burial benefits from local VA national cemetery offices, the National
Cemetery Administration, and VA regional offices, toll-free at (800) 827-1000.

MOAA'’s publication Preparing for the Loss of a Military Spouse can provide further helpful
guidance for getting your affairs in order. Premium and Life members can download the

publication here.

Source: MOAA.org



https://www.cem.va.gov/
https://www.cem.va.gov/
https://gravelocator.cem.va.gov/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/moaa-publications/your-guide-to-military-burials-detail/
https://www.va.gov/burials-and-memorials/pre-need/form-10007-apply-for-eligibility/introduction
https://vetrecs.archives.gov/VeteranRequest/home.html#BasicInformation
https://www.cem.va.gov/
https://www.cem.va.gov/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/moaa-publications/help-your-survivors-detail/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/moaa-publications/help-your-survivors-detail/
https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/meet-our-leaders/surviving-spouse-advisory-committee/surviving-spouse-corner/

Resources for You

VA Healthcare, Pension and Compensation; Weekly Zoom Calls

If you are in the White Lake or Milford area, please feel free to contact Henry Storm or Roy Yaple

(yapler@comcast.net) about the VA breakfast meetings, Monday and Friday at 7AM at Leo’s Coney Island

in White Lake and Wednesday at 7AM at the Americus Grill in Milford. Breakfast is pay as you go and a

wonderful place to enjoy fellowship with other veterans and ask questions on VA-related topics.

If you are applying for VA Healthcare or considering filing a VA disability claim, and are looking for help,
please consider attending the weekly 4PM Thursday Zoom coffee or the noon Sunday Zoom podcast on
VA Healthcare and Disability Claim topics. Please contact chapter member Henry Storm at
ancientgrape@gmail.com or Roy Yaple at yapler@comcast.net for links to these weekly Zoom events.
(Please note that the VA1010EZ, the form for applying for VA Healthcare has been revised as of this month
(July 2024). If you applied in the past and were denied VA Health Care, another look with the new form

may be appropriate to see if you qualify for VA Healthcare).

Veterans Crisis Line

The end of a relationship. Loss of a job. Housing instability. Feeling a loss of
purpose. At some point, everyone will face a challenge. Some of those challenges

may develop into a crisis.

Recognizing a crisis in yourself or those you care about can help you know

when to find support.

24/7 Confidential, Crisis Support, for Veterans and Their Loved Ones
Dial 988 then Press 1
Or text 838255



mailto:yapler@comcast.net

