
The revisions to our Articles of Incorporation
and Bylaws, made to comply with IRS
requirements for a 501(c)(3) organization,
were approved by unanimous vote at the June
12 meeting.

   Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws 

THE METRO DETROIT
METEOR

Important Information

US Representative Names and Districts

5 - Tim Walberg
6 - Debbie Dingell
7 - Tom Barrett
8 - Kristen Rivet
9 - Lisa McLain

10 - John James
11 - Haley Stevens
12 - Rashida Tlaib
13 - Shri Thanedar
119th Congress
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Chapter Board Members
President - LCDR Rich Higgins, USN (Ret)
Vice President - 1LT Rob Kull, ARNG
Treasurer - Vacant
Secretary - LTC Larry Powell, USA (Ret)
Surviving Spouse Liaison - COL Noreen Diedo, USA (Ret)
Past President - CDR Roy Yaple, USN (Ret)

www.semimoaa.org

Chapter Digital links:
Chapter web site, www.semimoaa.org 
MOAA web presence.

https://www.moaa.org/chapter/southeasternmichigan/

For all non-digital correspondence use the following address:
560 Barrington Rd. Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230

Disclaimer
The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit military
and veterans association dedicated to maintaining a strong national defense
and ensuring our nation keeps its commitments to currently serving,
retired, and former members of the uniformed services and their families
and survivors.
The Southeastern Michigan Chapter of MOAA (SEMI M OAA) is affiliated with
the Michigan Council MOAA and the national MOAA Organization and are all
nonpartisan
All material or other information - including links - contained in the SEMI
MOAA newsletter is provided as a public service to military service
members and their families.
The contents of this publication is  subject to periodic updating. 
Although every attempt is made to ensure that information is accurate and
timely, the content is presented "as is" and without warranties. 
Use of the information is strictly voluntary and at the user's sole risk.

Click to open webpage 

30 June  2025

 Membership is open to those who hold or have ever held a warrant
or commission in any component of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy,
Air Force, Space Force, Coast Guard, Public Health Service, and
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and their
surviving spouses.
The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is the
country's leading organization protecting the rights of military
servicemembers and their families. Those who belong to MOAA not
only lend their voices to a greater cause, but they also gain access
to extensive benefits tailored to the needs and lifestyles of military
officers. MOAA members proudly hail from every branch of the
uniformed services. To them, we have made the same promise that
they have made to their country: Never Stop Serving. Although
membership in the national MOAA organization is not a
requirement to join this Chapter, we strongly encourage you to
join. The basic level of MOAA membership is free.
To become a member click HERE

Membership
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https://www.house.mi.gov/AllRepresentatives
http://www.semimoaa.org/
https://www.moaa.org/chapter/southeasternmichigan/
https://www.house.gov/representatives#state-michigan
https://www.house.gov/representatives#state-michigan
https://www.semimoaa.org/membership--dues.html
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Message from the President - LCDR Rich Higgins, USN (Ret)
Greetings Chapter Members,

Our June 12 membership meeting was held at the Rusty Bucket in Bingham Farms and

included meaningful discussions and important decisions. We unanimously approved

revisions to our Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation to ensure compliance with IRS

requirements. I also reported on the results of our recent chapter survey, which showed

members value our newsletter and enjoy the camaraderie of our gatherings. Additionally, I

announced the appointment of Roy Yaple and Larry Powell to conduct an internal review of

our finances. Our chapter remains on solid financial footing despite slightly exceeding our

May meeting budget. We also discussed plans to hold a mix of in-person and virtual

meetings to boost participation. I also encourage you to visit

www.michigancommandersgroup.org to learn how you can support military advocacy

efforts in the Michigan legislature.

I am pleased to share highlights from our June 2025 newsletter. First, I want to draw your

attention to an important matter. We recently received IRS approval of our 501(c)(3)

application and have amended our Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws to meet IRS

requirements for tax-exempt organizations. The documents will be posted on our website

following approval by the State of Michigan.

I recently had the honor of representing our chapter at the Michigan Veterans Leadership

Summit 2025 at Northern Michigan University. This event brought together service

providers, policymakers, and veterans’ advocates to address key issues facing Michigan’s

veterans. Topics ranged from rural healthcare access through the I-REACH program to

workforce development initiatives and veteran-friendly community studies. The dedication

of our partners and volunteers is truly inspiring, and I’m eager to apply these insights to

strengthen our chapter’s advocacy efforts.

In May, Chapter Secretary Larry Powell represented the Chapter at the “Our Community

Salutes” ceremony at the Grosse Pointe War Memorial, where ten young men and women

took the oath of office, enlisting in various branches of the military. Events like this remind

us of the unwavering spirit of service in our community and the importance of our chapter’s

mission.

Looking ahead, our chapter continues to seek volunteers for key roles, including Treasurer

and the ROTC/JROTC medals program. If you’d like to contribute your time and talents,

please reach out—I’d be happy to answer any questions.

Thank you for your ongoing support and dedication. Together, we ensure that the

Southeastern Michigan Chapter remains a vibrant force for veterans and their families.

www.semimoaa.org

Fireball           A Message from the President 
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http://www.michigancommandersgroup.org/
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2025 Meetings

Board Meetings Chapter/Other Meetings

Jan 16 Feb 20 Mar 20 Jan 30 Chapter Lunch Apr 7-10 Advocacy in Action
May 1 Chapter Dinner
National MOAA Visit

Apr 17 May 14 Jun 19
May 10 International

Armed Forces Dining out
Jun 12 Chapter Lunch Sep 4 Chapter Dinner

Jul 17 Aug 21 Oct 16
Sep 20 Retiree
Appreciation Day

Nov 6 Chapter Mtg / Election
of Officers

Nov 9 Veteran’s Day
Remembrance

Dec 20
Dec 13 Wreaths Across
America

Recent Events

Volume VIII, Issue 31 Aug 2024
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Due to the extensive geographic footprint of the chapter, we do not have a standard meeting location. Rather, we move the
meeting location around to accomodate our members. The meetings are announced well in advance via email, our website and
this newsletter.  If you need information about chapter happenings, contact one of our Board members at this link. 

Rich Higgins
I had the privilege of representing the Chapter at the
Michigan Veterans Leadership Summit 2025 held at
the Northern Michigan University (NMU) in Marquette
May 19-21, an impactful gathering that brought
together veterans, service providers, policymakers,
and advocates from across the state to address the
facing our veteran community.(Click here to see the
slides used at the Summit.)
The event opened with a moving drum ceremony
performed by members of the Keweenaw Bay Indian
Communityfollowing by opening remarks fromNMU
Trustee Greg Seppanen and Michigan Veteran’s
Affairs Agency Director Brian Love, where they
emphasized our shared mission to support Michigan
veterans.
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Michigan Veterans Leadership Summit 2025

The Summit provided an invaluable update on statewide
efforts and new initiatives, including the I-REACH
programto improve rural veterans’ healthcare access and
the innovative work by the Upper Peninsula Commission
for Area Progress (UPCAP) Veterans Program. Dr. Emre
Umucu and other presenters shared promising data on
how these initiatives are positively impacting veterans in
remote areas.

https://www.semimoaa.org/uploads/1/4/8/4/148483887/michigan_veterans_leadership_summit_25_deck.pdf
https://mcrh.msu.edu/-/media/assets/mcrh/docs/programs/veterans/what-ireach-does.pdf?rev=e8b5d558be914732ac38990af838ccdf&hash=CCB6FA11405C446178E4EF8C25947752
https://mcrh.msu.edu/-/media/assets/mcrh/docs/programs/veterans/what-ireach-does.pdf?rev=e8b5d558be914732ac38990af838ccdf&hash=CCB6FA11405C446178E4EF8C25947752
https://www.upcap.org/veterans/
https://www.upcap.org/veterans/
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A key theme throughout the day was
collaboration. Panels like the one featuring Tim
Ellison from the Oscar G. Johnson VA Medical
Center and Richard Wood of the 906 Warrior
Relief Fund emphasized the importance of
working together to bridge service gaps—
whether it’s transportation, housing, or food
security.
Another highlight was the panel on the Veteran-
Friendly Community Study, which revealed that
while rural counties in the Upper Peninsula have
higher veteran-friendliness scores than the rest
of the state (see map on slide 53 of the
presentation), so there’s room for growth
statewide. 

Summit cont’d.

The Summit also focused on workforce development, with presentations on Michigan’s Maritime
Manufacturing (M3) Initiative and the Veteran-Friendly School Program. These initiatives are not only
fostering economic growth but ensuring veterans have access to education and career opportunities.
Importantly, the Summit spotlighted programs like the VFW National Home, providing comprehensive
support for veterans and their families. It was inspiring to see how these efforts are empowering
veterans to build stable, fulfilling lives.
I was struck by the dedication of the leaders and volunteers working tirelessly to meet the evolving
needs of Michigan veterans. The knowledge, connections, and ideas shared during this event will help
us advocate more effectively for policies and programs that make a real difference.
Together, we’re building a stronger, more supportive Michigan for those who served.

Our Community Salutes
On May 22d, My wife and I participated in the Our
Community Salutes induction ceremony. ten young men
and women took the oath of office enlisting in the
various services, with one going on to the Air Force
Academy.  Many members of the community along with
National Guard and retired service members came out to
show their support for these young people who have
made the commitment to serve their country. The event
took place at the War Memorial in Grosse Pointe. Leaders
from the War Memorial along with retired military made
comments encouraging the inductees.   

Dr. Jodie Rappe told of her time as a nurse,
serving the military, Charles Huebner (US Navy
Retired) provided practical tips for getting
ready for basic training. The Keynote speaker
BG Ravi Wagh, who is the Assistant to the
Adjutant General-Army for the Michigan
National Guard, spoke about how important 

Above: The audience applauds the inductees. Below: BG
Wagh delivers the keynote address

https://906warriorrelieffund.org/apply-for-assistance/
https://906warriorrelieffund.org/apply-for-assistance/
https://www.semimoaa.org/uploads/1/4/8/4/148483887/michigan_veterans_leadership_summit_25_deck.pdf
https://www.semimoaa.org/uploads/1/4/8/4/148483887/michigan_veterans_leadership_summit_25_deck.pdf
https://vfwnationalhome.org/
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The MOAA Advocacy Update
Every week, MOAA's advocacy leaders and other experts discuss issues of importance to our members
and the uniformed services community. Watch the latest here.

To stay informed, you can subscribe to the MOAA YouTube channel here.

To contact your legislators and to learn about what MOAA is working on with Congress, click here.

LegislativeLegislative

CornerCorner

www.semimoaa.org 5

it is to make the commitment to serve our country. He also emphasized the bonds that they will
experience through their time in service.

Community (cont’d)

Above: The newly inducted Soldiers. Left: BG Wagh administers the
oath of office.

https://moaa.quorum.us/video/
https://moaa.quorum.us/video/
https://moaa.quorum.us/video/
https://moaa.quorum.us/video/
https://moaa.quorum.us/video/
https://moaa.quorum.us/video/
https://www.youtube.com/@TheMOAAChannel
https://www.youtube.com/@TheMOAAChannel
https://www.youtube.com/@TheMOAAChannel
https://www.youtube.com/@TheMOAAChannel
https://moaa.quorum.us/
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This year, three services will celebrate their
Semiquincentennial anniversaries. The Army will celebrate
with a week-long series of events beginning on June 7 ,
culminating with a wreath laying and a parade in Washington
D.C. on its June 14  birthday.  For details click here

th

th

The Navy and Marine Corps will also celebrate with week-long
activities in Philadelphia and New Jersey in October, including
a parade of ships. For more details on the Navy’s birthday
events click here. For details on the Marine Corps events,
click here.

Army, Navy and Marines Celebrate 250 years

Items of Interest

A Voice for Combat-Injured Veterans

MOAA joined 52 other service organizations in sending a letter to all members of the 119  Congress.
The purpose of the letter is to seek their support for the Major Richard Star Act (H.R. 2102/S. 1032).

th

 The letter requests inclusion in the FY 2026 National Defense Authorization Act, or passage as a
standalone bill. There are approximately 51,000 veterans who are subjected to a decrement in their
retirement pay. While the number of Congressional members who support the bills has increased,
we still need MOAA members to contact their legislators and encourage their support.

The more detailed information, go to this link.

https://www.army.mil/article/285846/armys_250th_birthday_week_long_celebration_from_june_7_14_2025
https://www.history.navy.mil/browse-by-topic/commemorations-toolkits/navy-nation-250.html
https://www.marine250.com/
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Upcoming Events

www.semimoaa.org 7

Michigan Veterans Affair Agency (MVAA) maintains a website of
veteran-centric events across the state. The events range from veteran
meet ups to trauma support to resource fairs that can provide you or
someone you know with valued information. Below are two examples
of the many events. Visit the site here

Looking for support or information?

Building Wealth Through Saving and Investing Webinar
Did you know there’s a roadmap for building wealth through saving and investing? Where are you on your investing journey? 

 

Join Lila Quintiliani, MOAA’s program director for financial and benefits education/counseling, and special guest Tom

Manganello, senior counsel in the Securities and Exchange Commission’s Office of Investor Education and Advocacy (OIEA), to

talk about building wealth for your future. Topics include:

Participating in your employer-sponsored retirement plan (401k/Thrift Savings Plan) and IRAs

Market timing and asset allocation

What to consider when using investing apps

Considerations with emerging investments, to include cryptocurrency

Protecting you from investment scams

 

July 15 , 2;00-3:00 pm. Don't miss this opportunity to expand your awareness and understanding of saving, investing, and

avoiding scams. Register today!

th

Caro Vietnam Moving Wall
Location
Almer Township's Darbee Farm Park
1365 East Caro Road
(Soccer field accross from the Moose Lodge)
Caro, MI 48723

Event Date
Start:June 27, 2025 12:00 AM
End:June 29, 2025 12:00 AM

https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fmvaa%2Fevents%3Ffbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExbExXbk5GTldSRTdFYmRxMAEeQ3zg4m4Q7Cu6fvgLlHEjWanItGifM1fLwDSwnXbKXq0c0CJkSaaAvOkghLU_aem_SGVhybYSwER7N9GLEHXIUg/1/01010196a0f092eb-07bfb205-becb-473f-9504-2122e2b7bea7-000000/Sj2F_J9O1wYPasOCW8pBzus4-EXp0JRom8KCXWXZB8k=403
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/ae0cc2fb-058d-49b3-a0ef-d6893c3a2031@8190aedd-e648-4bc2-bfeb-d25a944d2b64
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/ae0cc2fb-058d-49b3-a0ef-d6893c3a2031@8190aedd-e648-4bc2-bfeb-d25a944d2b64
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MEMBERSHIP
The chapter has 32 members and welcomes new members to join via the
Combined Join Form available on the chapter web site
www.semimoaa.org  
 
If someone has a prospect for membership, they should feel free to contact
me with any comments or questions about joining the chapter. If someone
has a question about their dues status, they can contact me at
yapler@comcast.net
 
This year 88% of chapter members renewed their chapter dues for 2025.
 
Dues for national MOAA and the chapter membership are separate. We
encourage a member to join both organizations.
 
Chapter dues are for the calendar year of $20 are due each year in January.
Dues can be paid by check for $20 made out to Southeastern Michigan
Chapter MOAA or via the dues link on the website.
 
Members who are not current on chapter dues are reminded via notes in
the chapter newsletter and by direct contact. Those not responding are
placed in the inactive roster for administrative purposes. They may bring
their chapter dues current and request to be reinstated.
 
Please note that the main source of revenue for the chapter is member
dues. Paying dues on time at the start of the calendar year allows the
chapter to operate within the annual budget with confidence. We are
grateful for timely payment of member dues.

8

http://www.semimoaa.org/
http://www.semimoaa.org/
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MEMBERSHI

Surviving Spouse Info
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 Here is an excerpt from their latest newsletter:
MOAA doesn’t just support those in uniform and retirees; it stands behind the families left
behind—the survivors who continue to carry the legacy of service. That’s where the MOAA
Surviving Spouse Virtual Chapter (SSVC) comes in.
Our virtual chapter brings together surviving spouses nationwide, offering strength
through shared experiences. We support one another through grief, transition, and
renewal. Our mission is to educate, connect, and empower. We stay informed on
legislative issues that affect surviving spouses, advocate for change, and provide a
network of understanding peers who truly “get it.” 

You can go to this link to read more about this chapter.

MOAA has a Surviving Spouse Virtual Chapter.

Opportunities to Serve

Chapter Opportunities for Service
 
The chapter Treasurer position remains open. If you are interested in serving in this
position, please contact rlhigginsjr@yahoo.com We will be happy to answer questions
and provide training. The major activity for this position is tracking and crediting member
dues payments.
 
The chapter is also looking for a person to manage the chapter ROTC/JROTC MOAA
medals program. The main period of activity for this responsibility runs from January to
the end of May and involves purchasing medals and certificates and communicating with
schools for delivery of medals. Note that if you are aware of a school with a JROTC
program that does not have an MOAA medal, please contact yapler@comcast.net and
will can almost certainly add them to our list of high schools. We currently work with the
University of Michigan, Eastern Michigan University and 12 metro area high schools.

https://www.moaa.org/content/search-results/?keyword=Surviving%20spouse%20virtual%20chapter
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Veterans Crisis Line

The end of a relationship. Loss of a job. Housing instability. Feeling a loss of
purpose. At some point, everyone will face a challenge. Some of those challenges
may develop into a crisis. 

Recognizing a crisis in yourself or those you care about can help you know
when to find support.

 24/7 Confidential, Crisis Support, for Veterans and Their Loved Ones
 Dial 988 then Press 1

 Or text 838255
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VA Healthcare, Pension and Compensation; Weekly Zoom Calls

Resources for You 

If you are in the White Lake or Milford area, please feel free to contact Henry Storm or Roy Yaple

(yapler@comcast.net) about the VA breakfast meetings, Monday and Friday at 7AM at Leo’s Coney Island

in White Lake and Wednesday at 7AM at the Americus Grill in Milford. Breakfast is pay as you go and a

wonderful place to enjoy fellowship with other veterans and ask questions on VA-related topics. 

 

If you are applying for VA Healthcare or considering filing a VA disability claim, and are looking for help,

please consider attending the weekly 4PM Thursday Zoom coffee or the noon Sunday Zoom podcast on

VA Healthcare and Disability Claim topics. Please contact chapter member Henry Storm at

ancientgrape@gmail.com or Roy Yaple at yapler@comcast.net for links to these weekly Zoom events.

(Please note that the VA 1010EZ, the form for applying for VA Healthcare has been revised as of this month

(July 2024). If you applied in the past and were denied VA Health Care, another look with the new form

may be appropriate to see if you qualify for VA Healthcare).

mailto:yapler@comcast.net

