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Upcoming Meetings/Events

Oct 20 
Chapter Board Zoom Mtg

Join Zoom Meeting

Nov 9 
Veteran’s Day Remembrance

Nov 10
Chapter Mtg / Election of Officers

December 19
Wreaths Across America 

Noon to 2:00 PM
Roseland Park Cemetery 

29001 Woodward Ave, Berkley

January 14
In-Person Mtg & Induction of

Officers
Location TBD

Oct 20
7:30 pm

via ZOOM
Join Zoom Meeting

Board Meeting
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Chapter Contact

Chapter Digital links:
Chapter web site, www.semimoaa.org 

For all non-digital correspondence use the following address:
560 Barrington Rd. Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230

Chapter Board Members

President & Treasurer
LCDR Rich Higgins, USN (Ret)

Vice President & Membership
CDR Roy Yaple, USN (Ret)

Secretary, Scholarship Chair, Newsletter
Editor and Surviving Spouse Liaison
LTC Larry Powell, USA (Ret)

Membership is open to current and former warrant and
commissioned officers of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air
Force, Space Force, Coast Guard, Public Health Service, and
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, as well as
their surviving spouses.
The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is the
nation's leading advocate for the military community and
their families. Members support this mission while enjoying
valuable benefits tailored to military officers. Guided by the
motto "Never Stop Serving," MOAA proudly represents all
branches of the uniformed services.
National MOAA membership is not required to join the
Southeastern Michigan Chapter, but it is strongly
encouraged. Basic national membership is free.

To become a member click HERE

Membership

Never Stop Serving

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81634738130?pwd=8pVmbfb7xzY193aw1AaElxikaFJ7Es.1
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81634738130?pwd=8pVmbfb7xzY193aw1AaElxikaFJ7Es.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81634738130?pwd=8pVmbfb7xzY193aw1AaElxikaFJ7Es.1
http://www.semimoaa.org/
https://www.semimoaa.org/membership--dues.html
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Fellow Members,

Fall is here, and so is one of the most important meetings of our chapter year. Here's what's coming up

and how you can help.

Please join us for our fall membership meeting on Tuesday, November 10, from Noon to 3:00 PM at the

Ukrainian Cultural Center, 26601 Ryan Road, Warren. Our speaker is Christina Bahr, Surviving Spouse

Liaison for MOAA's Capitol Area Chapter. She'll talk about what surviving spouses need to know and how

MOAA can help. This is a topic for every one of us, so please bring your spouse or a guest. Lunch is $35

per person and includes a garden salad, cracker-crusted white fish and roast baron of beef, sides, and

apple pie. Please Click HERE to RSVP and pay by Monday, October 27. The venue requires a minimum

headcount, so your early RSVP make a difference. 

A Word for Our Families Christina's talk is a good reminder to have the conversation many of us put off.

Does your spouse know where your important papers are, who to call, and what MOAA can do for them?

If not, now is a good time. MOAA's surviving spouse resources at moaa.org are a great place to start, and I

hope you'll bring your questions on November 10.

We'll also hold chapter elections at the November meeting. My thanks to every officer and the other

members who have served this year. Roy Yaple is chairing the nominating committee. If you'd like to

serve, or would like to nominate someone, please contact Roy or me. It's a great way to stay connected

and keep serving.

Thank You to Our Scholarship Sponsors. Our scholarship program intends to awards $5,000 each year to

deserving students from military families and JROTC programs, and it's funded almost entirely by your

generosity. A special thank-you to our Platinum Sponsors, Dave Garey and Michael Tines, and Bronze

Sponsors Fraser VFW CPL Neil W Reid Post 6691 and The Macomb County Ritual Team. Thanks as well to

our Friends of the Scholarship and to donors who asked to remain anonymous. You can see our sponsors

and make a gift of any size at semimoaa.org/scholar.html. Applications for the 2027 awards open January

1.

Welcome Please join me in welcoming Lt. Col. Luke Wood, USMC (Ret.), whom you'll meet in this issue.

Luke served 20 years as a Marine communications officer with infantry, reconnaissance, and special

operations units, including assignments on Capitol Hill and at SOCOM. Today he's Vice President of

Business Development at Persistent Systems, and he coaches girls' lacrosse on Grosse Ile. He has already

offered to help with our scholarship program. That's the "Never Stop Serving" spirit in action.

Under the Eagle’s Wing...a Message from the President

www.semimoaa.org
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Continued next page

http://semi-moaa-chapter-meeting-november-10-2026.cheddarup.com/
https://www.moaa.org/
https://www.semimoaa.org/scholar.html
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Volume VIII, Issue 31 Aug 2024Speak Up for HB 5280. Michigan exempts military retired pay from state income tax, but officers who

served in the U.S. Public Health Service and NOAA Commissioned Corps were left out. House Bill 5280

would give those retired officers, and their surviving spouses, the same tax treatment as other uniformed

service retirees. The bill has been sitting in the House Government Operations Committee since

November 2025, and it needs to hear from constituents to move. Go to the Michigan Council of

Chapters Legislative Action Center, enter your contact information to find your state representative, and

send a ready-made editable message in about two minutes. Please take a moment to do it, and

encourage your family members and friends to do the same.

The Parade Company is seeking veterans to carry the American flag in the 100  Annual America’s

Thanksgiving Parade presented by Gardner White on Thursday, Nov. 26, at Wayne State University

Student Center, 5221 Gullen Mall, Detroit, MI 48202. Time commitment is approximately 7 a.m. – 12

p.m, and you'll need to be able to walk three miles while carrying the flag. The Parade Company provides

a navy jacket featuring the American flag to new volunteers to keep. Returning volunteers are asked to

wear their jacket from last year, along with their own black pants and comfortable shoes.  If you would

like to participate, Click HERE to complete the online application When you sign up, please make sure to

indicate if you are a returning marcher and if so let them know if you still have your jacket from last year.

th

Finally, as Veterans Day approaches on November 11, I hope you'll take part in an observance in your

community.

I look forward to seeing you in Warren on November 10.

Best regards,

Rich

Rich Higgins, LCDR, USN (Ret.)
President
Southeastern Michigan Chapter
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)

Under the Eagle’s Wing (cont’d.)

https://moaa-mcoc.github.io/LAC/
https://theparade.org/
https://theparade.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0C4CAFA62BA3FD0-50560424-salute#/
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The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit military and veterans association dedicated to maintaining a strong national
defense and ensuring our nation keeps its commitments to currently serving, retired, and former members of the uniformed services and their
families and survivors.
The Southeastern Michigan Chapter of MOAA (SEMI MOAA) is affiliated with the Michigan Council MOAA and the national MOAA Organization
and are all nonpartisan
All material or other information - including links - contained in the SEMI Eagle newsletter is provided as a public service to military service members
and their families.
The contents of this publication is subject to periodic updating. 
Although every attempt is made to ensure that information is accurate and timely, the content is presented "as is" and without warranties. 
Use of the information is strictly voluntary and at the user's sole risk.

Click to open webpage 

US Representative Names and Districts

5 - Tim Walberg
6 - Debbie Dingell
7 - Tom Barrett
8 - Kristen Rivet
9 - Lisa McLain

10 - John James
11 - Haley Stevens
12 - Rashida Tlaib
13 - Shri Thanedar

119th Congress

Disclaimer

The MOAA Advocacy Update
Every week, MOAA's advocacy leaders and other experts discuss issues of importance to our members and the
uniformed services community. Watch the latest here.

To stay informed, you can subscribe to the MOAA YouTube channel here.

To contact your legislators and to learn about what MOAA is working on with Congress, click here.

LegislativeLegislative
CornerCorner
LegislativeLegislative

CornerCorner

https://www.house.gov/representatives#state-michigan
https://www.house.gov/representatives#state-michigan
https://www.house.mi.gov/AllRepresentatives
https://moaa.quorum.us/video/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZJJ2z1-x_q3tfOALHMIkAR_pVTjEhk86
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZJJ2z1-x_q3tfOALHMIkAR_pVTjEhk86
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZJJ2z1-x_q3tfOALHMIkAR_pVTjEhk86
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZJJ2z1-x_q3tfOALHMIkAR_pVTjEhk86
https://www.youtube.com/@TheMOAAChannel
https://www.youtube.com/@TheMOAAChannel
https://www.youtube.com/@TheMOAAChannel
https://www.youtube.com/@TheMOAAChannel
https://moaa.quorum.us/
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Major Richard Star Act Discharge Petition Clears Threshold

A long-sought floor vote in the House on legislation designed
to end the “wounded veteran tax” faced by combat-injured
military retirees edged closer Sept. 15 with the 218th
signature on a discharge petition – enough to move a
revamped version of the bill out of the House Rules
Committee.
 
MOAA has supported all legislative avenues to move this
long-sought fix forward, one that would allow these
wounded warriors to receive both their earned military
retirement pay and VA disability compensation without an 

By: MOAA Staff

A unfair offset. This progress comes amid our ongoing fight on behalf of the Take Care of America’s Veterans Act,
which not only offers relief to combat-injured retirees, but would provide long-sought benefits to other veterans,
their caregivers, and their survivors. The maneuver does not guarantee an immediate floor vote, but the new
resolution (H.Res. 1247) could come to the floor after the House returns from its scheduled pre-election recess,
which was set to begin a day earlier than anticipated.
 
The resolution expressly apples to “[t]he retired pay of an eligible combat-related disabled uniformed services
retiree, who is retired under chapter 61 of this title with fewer than 20 years of creditable service,” which would
cover the less than 60,000 combat-injured retirees targeted by the original legislation and address eligibility
concerns raised by the Congressional Budget Office.

It is unclear whether the change will improve the bill’s chances in the Senate, where attempts to pass the
standalone Star Act via unanimous consent have been rejected on multiple occasions.
 
Both the standalone Star Act and the Take Care of America’s Veterans Act will face a crowded legislative calendar
in the remaining few months of the 119th Congress. Your voice will be critical to ensuring these and other MOAA
priorities are not lost in the shuffle – register at our Legislative Action Center today to learn how your voice can
make a difference.
 

https://www.moaa.org/stardischarge?utm_campaign=12196702-TMN%20-%20Weekly&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8Hj_E2R_o4XCVk86whYyBT6PaLwNKk5vQGRRWBofjo900DHWggKBHE12f2DG7xsHdOMMJHgfAHga7pI0DCihB9OGhxKQ&_hsmi=439399924&utm_content=439399924&utm_source=hs_email
https://clerk.house.gov/DischargePetition/2026052122
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-resolution/1247
https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2026/09/16/congress/johnson-cancels-another-house-session-day-01079318
https://www.militarytimes.com/veterans/2026/07/22/how-a-10-billion-veterans-bill-became-a-78-billion-debate/
https://moaa.quorum.us/
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In Case You Missed It!

In a recent message, MOAA Vice President for Government Relations April Vogel, Maj Gen, USAF (Ret.),
provided an update on the results of MOAA’s August Advocacy in Action efforts. The following is a summary
of the key points from her update.

Over 18,000 messages were sent to Congress in support of three issues affecting currently serving families,
combat-wounded veterans and retirees.

For combat-injured retirees, your voice pushed the Major Richard Star Act forward, the fight to end a
decades-old offset that forces many to forfeit part of their earned retired pay or disability compensation
just to receive the other.
For TRICARE For Life beneficiaries, you helped make the case for restoring GLP-1 coverage, protecting
access to weight-management and metabolic medications for those who lost it earlier this year.
For veterans and military spouses, you backed reauthorizing the Work Opportunity Tax Credit, giving
employers real incentive to hire a workforce that faces unemployment at several times the national rate.

Grassroots advocates across the country are what makes everything we accomplish possible. It shows
Congress that we represent members of a community that are willing to speak loudly to support the needs of
the total force.

The mission doesn't stop here. With Congress focused on the campaign trail through Election Day, the final
push on these and other priorities is coming this fall, and we look forward to your engagement and support.
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The Michigan Council of Chapters Legislative Action Center is a great
place to stay informed and engaged with MOAA’s current legislative
priorities at both the national and state levels. The site provides the latest
status on legislation important to MOAA and makes it easy to take action
—with just one click, you can send a message to your elected
representatives.

To take action click this link

Advocacy at the State Level

Have You Checked This Out?

https://moaa-mcoc.github.io/LAC/
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The Chapter welcomes  our latest new member: Lt. Col. Lucas “Luke”
Wood, USMC (Ret.)

Lt. Col. Lucas “Luke” Wood, USMC (Ret.), is a new SEMI MOAA member and a twenty-year Marine Corps
officer. A Central Michigan University graduate and Johns Hopkins SAIS alumnus (M.A., Global Policy),
he served as a communications officer with infantry, reconnaissance, and special operations forces; as a
Marine Corps Congressional Fellow on Capitol Hill; and with U.S. Special Operations Command’s Office
of Legislative Affairs. He later served as a strategic analyst in the Marine Corps Strategic Initiatives
Group.

Wood is Vice President of Business Development for the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps at Persistent
Systems, LLC, a New York firm whose Wave Relay® mobile ad hoc networking (MANET) radios and
related gear let military, public-safety, and unmanned systems share voice, video, and data peer-to-peer
without fixed infrastructure — useful in contested or remote environments. He lives in the Detroit area
and coaches girls’ high school lacrosse on Grosse Ile. He has offered to help the chapter with scholarship
application review and legislative priorities.
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Upcoming Events

Christina A. Bahr retired from the United States Army in 2016 as a Sergeant First Class following
more than 32 years of service in the Active Army, Army Reserve, and Michigan Army National
Guard.
She spent much of her career as an Active Guard Reserve (AGR) Soldier, serving in administrative
and human resources positions focused on Soldier personnel readiness. Her assignments included
the Michigan Army National Guard Recruiting and Retention Command and the G-3 Operations
section, where she coordinated professional military education and school orders. She also served
as a Readiness NCO and Battalion S-1.
Throughout her career, Christina managed a broad range of personnel readiness programs,
including medical readiness, NCOES enrollment, MOS qualification tracking, supply actions, and
administrative accountability. She also served in the Human Resources Office, supporting military
pay, orders, PCS actions, and AGR hiring.
Continuing her commitment to the military community, Christina currently serves as the Surviving
Spouse Liaison for MOAA’s Capital Area Chapter in Lansing, Michigan, providing support and
assistance to surviving spouses and helping keep them connected to the MOAA community.

9
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Planning Ahead—Together

Our next meeting will feature guest speaker Christina
Bahr, SFC, USA (Ret.), Surviving Spouse Liaison for
MOAA’s Capital Area Chapter.
Christina will share practical information on preparing
for the loss of a spouse, including steps couples can take
now to make a difficult time easier for the surviving
spouse.
This is an excellent opportunity to start—or review—your
own planning together. We especially encourage
members to bring their spouses to this informative and
important presentation.
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Chapter Elections Set for November 10

Well, November isn’t just about state and federal elections. Our Chapter will also be electing
officers for the coming year at our November 10 meeting.

In accordance with our Chapter bylaws, the election process follows a specific timeline. The
Nominating Committee was established on September 26 and will be identifying candidates
for the Chapter’s elective offices. The committee’s slate of proposed officers will be
established by October 9, and the nominees will be announced to the membership by
October 31. The election will then take place at our November 10 Chapter meeting.
If you are interested in serving in a Chapter leadership position—or know a member who
might be—please let us know. This is a great opportunity to get involved and help shape the
future of our Chapter.
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Survey Says!

We received survey responses from many of you. Thank you for taking the time to share your input
and help shape future chapter activities and service opportunities. There is still time to get involved!
Let us know if you would like to help with chapter activities or consider serving in a leadership
position.

11

Our Scholarship Program Is Underway!

We began working in June to restart our chapter’s scholarship program, and we are pleased to
announce that the program is officially underway! We have already received several generous
donations to help fund this year’s scholarship.
Letters have been sent to schools where we currently have ROTC or JROTC relationships, announcing
the program and providing information about scholarship eligibility, application requirements, and
important dates.
If you know a student who may benefit from our scholarship program, please encourage them to visit
this link on our website for complete information and application details.
Want to help support the program? If you would like to make a donation, click on the link below. We
will also be accepting scholarship donations at our November chapter meeting.

Donation link

Your support is an investment in developing the leaders of tomorrow.

https://www.semimoaa.org/scholar.html
https://my.cheddarup.com/c/scholarship-program/fundraiser/details
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Chapter members tour Michigan Military
Technical & Historical Society

Museum curator Chris Causley hosted our Chapter’s September meeting at the Michigan Military
Technical & Historical Society in Eastpointe. Chris began the afternoon with an informative
presentation on Michigan’s contributions during World Wars I and II and the Korean War, followed by
a guided tour of the museum.

Members had an opportunity to explore the museum’s extensive collection of military artifacts and
equipment, and everyone enjoyed a very interesting afternoon. If you weren’t able to join us, we
highly recommend a visit—and be sure to bring your children or grandchildren. It’s a great way to share
a little Michigan military history with the next generation!
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Pentagon Data Breach Could Impact Millions: What You
Should Know
By: Kevin Lilley

Unauthorized users accessed the records of millions of military-connected individuals housed in a Defense
Manpower Data Center (DMDC) system, according to multiple media reports.
 
DMDC officials discovered the breach July 16, according to a notice sent to one of the individuals. The notice
went out Sept. 18, according to a Military Times report.
 
Military Times was the first outlet to report the issue, but multiple media reports have followed despite no
official news release or statement from the Pentagon or the DMDC as of Sept. 30.
 
Some details from those reports:

Size: The initial Military Times report put the number of affected individuals at 4 million. Follow-up reports
from ABC News and Federal News Network said the hack affected about a million fewer people – 2.8
million – along with the accounts of 294,000 deceased individuals.
Timeline: The notice, posted on the online forum Reddit, says “a small number of unauthorized users” had
access to the information from October 2025 until the July discovery. Per the notice, the Pentagon “does
not have any indications of misuse of the accessed information.”
Data Details: Records may have included full names, birthdates, contact information, Social Security
numbers, and military occupational specialty or other military-specific personnel information, according to
the notice.
Response: DMDC officials are “taking appropriate action to assess and enhance the cybersecurity posture
of the DMDC system,” according to the notice. Those affected by the breach can request a year of free
credit monitoring service through IDX, a DMDC official told Time magazine. Details on the IDX services
appear in the notification.
About DMDC: The center serves as the “one, central access point for information and assistance” for
servicemembers, veterans, and families on benefits, entitlements, and other programs, according to the
DMDC website. It oversees identification card issuance, manages the Defense Enrollment Eligibility
Reporting System (DEERS), and fields data requests, among other duties. DMDC held more than 60 million
personnel records as of FY 2024, per the DMDC website.
Unanswered Questions: It’s unclear who was responsible for the breach, what individuals may have
accessed the files, or whether any specific set of records was targeted.

 
All servicemembers (active and reserve components) are eligible for free credit monitoring services from
Equifax, Experian, and TransUnion. Those who believe they may be victims of identity theft can file a report
with the Federal Trade Commission.
 
This article appeared on MOAA’s website. For more info click this link.

https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2026/09/24/military-personnel-data-exposed-in-breach-agency-warns/
https://abcnews.com/Politics/pentagon-breach-exposed-sensitive-data-3-million-people/story?id=136832909
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/defense-main/2026/09/more-than-3-million-people-affected-by-military-data-breach/
https://www.reddit.com/r/AirForce/comments/1wmotdr/question_about_data_breach_letter/
https://response.idx.us/DMDC
https://time.com/article/2026/09/29/pentagon-department-defense-manpower-data-center-breach-personnel-information/
https://dwp.dmdc.osd.mil/dwp/app/main
https://dwp.dmdc.osd.mil/dwp/app/main
https://militarypay.defense.gov/Portals/3/%28A%29%20Army-Handout-Free-Credit-Monitoring_FINAL.pdf
https://www.equifax.com/personal/military-credit-monitoring
https://www.experian.com/help/military/
https://www.transunion.com/active-duty-military-credit-center
https://www.identitytheft.gov/
https://www.identitytheft.gov/
https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2026-news-articles/reads/pentagon-data-breach-could-impact-millions-what-you-should-know/
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Our Chapter continues to support the Veterans History Project (VHP), helping preserve the stories and
experiences of our veterans. We have some remarkable members whose stories deserve to be told and
preserved for future generations.

David Garey is currently working with one of our members to complete a VHP interview. We encourage you to
reach out to David (davidpgarey@aol.com) and schedule your own interview. Your story is an important part of
our history.
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Veterans History Project 

FALLS CHURCH, Va.  –  Throughout 2026, the online platforms that support your TRICARE benefit are
switching from DS Logon to myAuth. myAuth is a simpler, more streamlined login authentication application.
Many platforms, including milConnect, ID Card Office Online, and contractor portals, have already made this
switch.
On Sept. 23, the MHS GENESIS Patient Portal will make this switch. This means you’ll use myAuth to log in to
the MHS GENESIS Patient Portal to access health records from care at military hospitals and clinics.
When the transition to myAuth occurs, you’ll have multiple options for logging in. With myAuth, you can log in
with:

A Common Access Card
A username/password, plus a secure multi-factor authentication method
Okta Verify. This is an app for personal or government mobile devices that enables secure access without a
CAC.

How will this change happen?
When you log in to the patient portal after the transition, you'll see a new login page. This page will help you
create a myAuth account if you don’t already have one. You can also visit myAuth for further instructions on
creating an account.

MHS GENESIS Patient Portal transitioning to
myAuth login Sept. 23

Continued next page

https://myaccess.dmdc.osd.mil/identitymanagement/help/topics/introduction.htm
https://milconnect.dmdc.osd.mil/milconnect/
https://idco.dmdc.osd.mil/idco/
https://myaccess.dmdc.osd.mil/identitymanagement/app/login
https://tricare.mil/mtf
https://myaccess.dmdc.osd.mil/identitymanagement/help/topics/logging_in_with_myauth.htm
https://myaccess.dmdc.osd.mil/identitymanagement/app/login/myauth
https://myaccess.dmdc.osd.mil/identitymanagement/app/login/myauth
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What if I need help?
If you’re experiencing issues, visit myAuth Help for additional resources and guidance on creating or
updating your account. You can also find answers to frequently asked questions. If you still need
additional assistance, contact the Defense Manpower Data Center at 800-368-3665. DMDC manages
myAuth and can answer questions about the transition or address any related concerns.

Although you’ll create a new login for myAuth, remember that neither TRICARE nor its contractors will
contact you asking for private information like your date of birth, Social Security number, or your
username and password. Read messages carefully and check the source email or web address for
legitimacy. If something feels off, trust your instincts. If you think you gave personal or account
information to a fraudulent entity, change your password right away and file a report.

In the end, the switch to myAuth means:

Enhanced security: More options to protect against unauthorized access
A modernized authentication platform: More ways to log in 
A more user-friendly experience: A simpler interface 

The switch to myAuth means a simpler, more secure experience in MHS GENESIS Patient Portal.

myAuth cont’d. 

This article appeared on the TRICARE Newsroom webpage

https://newsroom.tricare.mil/News/TRICARE-News/Article/4604059/mhs-genesis-patient-portal-transitioning-to-myauth-login-sept-23
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Army May Revisit Arlington National Cemetery Eligibility Rule

This article appeared on the MOAA  webpage. Click to read the entire article

The Army intends to revisit a
proposed rule that would significantly
narrow eligibility for in-ground burial
and inurnment at the cemetery,
according to a statement by Karen
Durham-Aguilera, executive director
of Army Cemeteries and Army
National Military Cemeteries.
MOAA is parternering with the office
of Rep. Lisa McClain (R-Mich) on the
Expanding America’s National
Cemetery Act. 
The Army has not indicated whether
it will finalize, revise, or withdraw the
proposal. If changes move forward,
MOAA will encourage members to
engage their lawmakers.

What is Total Force+ and Why Should I Go?
By Larry Powell
I didn’t attend Total Force Plus last year. I gave it a good bit of consideration, but in the end, I
decided not to go and it turned out that there was a family event that I chose to attend instead.
MOAA is planning to launch it again in February. I am seriously considering going. I heard great
things about it and feel like it will be a great experience.
There will be keynote speakers, breakout sessions and short “talks”, 15 minute quick discussions
on particular topics. There will be a good bit of information for those transitioning out of the
military. While I am long past that, I feel that armed with new tools, I may be able to assist a
newly retiring officer in their transition. 
So maybe you should consider attending. It will probably be an experience you won’t soon forget.
For Mor info, go to the website at this link. 

https://fliphtml5.com/bookcase/mhigk/
https://totalforceplus.moaa.org/experiences/
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The Chapter will be adopting the Roseland Park Cemetery in Berkeley. We will be raising funds for
scholarships through the purchases of wreaths. You can purchase wreaths throughout the year and
participate in the wreath laying ceremony on 19 December. To purchase 1 or more wreaths, click on
this LINK

Wreaths Across America

2026 THEME: REMEMBER ME
"We often speak of "our service members" as though they are one unified group. Yet within that
group are countless individuals, each with a name, a family, and a story that helped shape the
freedoms we cherish today. While we honor them collectively, we can sometimes overlook the
deeply personal sacrifices: the parent who never met a grandchild, the young recruit asked to
shoulder more than any teenager should, the veteran who returned home carrying memories too
heavy to share."
- Karen Worcester, Executive Director, Wreaths Across America

On the 25th Anniversary of 9/11, Wreaths Across America Leads
a National Weekend of Remembrance

On the weekend of the 25th anniversary of the September 11 terrorist attacks, Wreaths Across America
(WAA) is calling on Americans nationwide to pause together in remembrance and unity, marking the
occasion with two tributes: a coast-to-coast flag waving and the dedication of a new Woody Williams
Gold Star Families Memorial Monument. 
The flag-waving tradition traces back to a small group of women, later known as the Freeport Flag Ladies,
who stood along a Maine roadside waving American flags in the days after 9/11 to honor those who had
died. That quiet act of patriotism grew into a movement, and WAA has carried it forward ever since.
To learn more click HERE.

https://www.semimoaa.org/meetings--events.html
https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/Home/News/1617
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The MOAA President’s Currently Serving and Spouse Advisory councils advise the president on
current and potential MOAA programs, plans, and policies – especially as they pertain to the
recruitment, retention, and representation of the interests of those in uniform. They are made up of a
diverse group of active duty, National Guard, and Reserve servicemembers and spouses from all
uniformed services who also serve as MOAA ambassadors, support MOAA advocacy efforts, and
volunteer at MOAA events. Their contributions are vital to the long-term success of our member-
driven organization.
What Issues Do the Advisory Councils Address?
MOAA’s strategic plan is the foundation of the topics on the councils’ agenda. Key areas within
MOAA’s strategic plan such as advocacy, membership, member engagement and value, chapters and
councils, and philanthropic efforts serve as focal points for guided discussion among the councils and
MOAA’s senior leaders.
 
Past councils have provided insights into what currently serving families are most interested in, areas
where they need support, and ways to engage them. As a result of these engagements, the councils
have presented valuable recommendations to MOAA such as:

Improvements to Advocacy in Action, MOAA's signature advocacy event.
Creating a Military Spouse Networking Zone at MOAA’s Annual Networking Forum to be more
inclusive of military spouse job seekers attending the event.
Engaging council alumni better through inclusion in a biweekly President’s message, volunteer calls
to action, and invitations to participate in MOAA events.
Developing a foundational outline for a future, more robust volunteer program.
Providing insight on issues to consider in how MOAA can better ensure and embrace equity,
diversity, and inclusion within the organization.
Assisting in the development and marketing of MOAA initiatives to provide needed support to
veterans and currently serving families during the COVID-19 pandemic.

This article appears on MOAA.org. To read the rest of the article, click on this link.
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President's Advisory Councils

https://www.moaa.org/content/about-moaa/meet-our-leaders/currently-serving-advisory-council/presidents-currently-serving-advisory-council/
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If you are in the White Lake or Milford area, please feel free to

contact Henry Storm ancientgrape@gmail.com or Roy Yaple

(yapler@comcast.net) about the VA breakfast meetings, Monday

and Friday at 7AM at Leo’s Coney Island in White Lake and

Wednesday at 7AM at the Americus Grill in Milford. Breakfast is

pay as you go and a wonderful place to enjoy fellowship with other

veterans and ask questions on VA-related topics. 
 

VA Healthcare, Pension and Compensation;
Weekly Zoom Calls

If you are applying for VA Healthcare or considering filing a VA disability claim, and are looking for help,
please consider attending the weekly 4PM Thursday Zoom coffee or the noon Sunday Zoom podcast
on VA Healthcare and Disability Claim topics. 
This is the link for you to save to access the Website. Here you will find all of the links that are
individually listed below :

 12:00 - 1:00 PM EST Sunday Noon Veteran Sitrep Podcast 
 4:00 - 5:00 PM EST Thursday Vet Talk
 Facebook Page Trusted Helpers: A daily update on what is happening with your VA benefits
 550+ Videos, created by Air Force Veteran Ed Ruckle, answering questions veterans, like you, have
asked.

Please note that the VA 1010EZ, the form for applying for VA Healthcare has been revised as of July
2024. If you applied in the past and were denied VA Health Care, another look with the new form may
be appropriate to see if you qualify for VA Healthcare.
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For the past 14 years, I have been helping veterans and

their family members navigate the Department of

Veterans Affairs (VA) websites, and help them find the

information they were looking for. Over the years I have

gather thousands of documents, created hundreds of

slide decks, video overviews, audio overviews,

infographics, sitemaps, visual roadmaps, and battle

plans. 

It didn’t take me long to realize, the information collected was for the veteran
community, the processes and skills sets, I that used, to gather that information applied
to their spouses, dependents, parents, and caregivers as well. Rather them keep this
gold mind of information locked up in my filing cabinet, I thought - it was time to share.
Click  to go to Ed’s Blog. 

Ed’s Veterans Corner
Keeping Veterans and Their Families Informed

mailto:ancientgrape@gmail.com
mailto:yapler@comcast.net
https://sites.google.com/view/veteran-facilitator/home
https://sites.google.com/view/veteran-facilitator/home
https://zoom.us/s/92786120897
https://zoom.us/j/95125729456?pwd=twdfSt6fSWSjVWFAcA7FVV71POY9ZA.1
https://edruckle.substack.com/
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The end of a relationship. Loss of a job. Housing
instability. Feeling a loss of purpose. At some point,
everyone will face a challenge. Some of those
challenges may develop into a crisis. 
Recognizing a crisis in yourself or those you
care about can help you know when to find
support.
 24/7 Confidential, Crisis Support, for Veterans

and Their Loved Ones
 Dial 988 then Press 1

 Or text 838255
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	Fellow Members,
	Fall is here, and so is one of the most important meetings of our chapter year. Here's what's coming up and how you can help.
	Please join us for our fall membership meeting on Tuesday, November 10, from Noon to 3:00 PM at the Ukrainian Cultural Center, 26601 Ryan Road, Warren. Our speaker is Christina Bahr, Surviving Spouse Liaison for MOAA's Capitol Area Chapter. She'll talk about what surviving spouses need to know and how MOAA can help. This is a topic for every one of us, so please bring your spouse or a guest. Lunch is $35 per person and includes a garden salad, cracker-crusted white fish and roast baron of beef, sides, and apple pie. Please Click HERE to RSVP and pay by Monday, October 27. The venue requires a minimum headcount, so your early RSVP make a difference.
	A Word for Our Families Christina's talk is a good reminder to have the conversation many of us put off. Does your spouse know where your important papers are, who to call, and what MOAA can do for them? If not, now is a good time. MOAA's surviving spouse resources at moaa.org are a great place to start, and I hope you'll bring your questions on November 10.
	We'll also hold chapter elections at the November meeting. My thanks to every officer and the other members who have served this year. Roy Yaple is chairing the nominating committee. If you'd like to serve, or would like to nominate someone, please contact Roy or me. It's a great way to stay connected and keep serving.
	Thank You to Our Scholarship Sponsors. Our scholarship program intends to awards $5,000 each year to deserving students from military families and JROTC programs, and it's funded almost entirely by your generosity. A special thank-you to our Platinum Sponsors, Dave Garey and Michael Tines, and Bronze Sponsors Fraser VFW CPL Neil W Reid Post 6691 and The Macomb County Ritual Team. Thanks as well to our Friends of the Scholarship and to donors who asked to remain anonymous. You can see our sponsors and make a gift of any size at semimoaa.org/scholar.html. Applications for the 2027 awards open January 1.
	Welcome Please join me in welcoming Lt. Col. Luke Wood, USMC (Ret.), whom you'll meet in this issue. Luke served 20 years as a Marine communications officer with infantry, reconnaissance, and special operations units, including assignments on Capitol Hill and at SOCOM. Today he's Vice President of Business Development at Persistent Systems, and he coaches girls' lacrosse on Grosse Ile. He has already offered to help with our scholarship program. That's the "Never Stop Serving" spirit in action.
	www.semimoaa.org
	Speak Up for HB 5280. Michigan exempts military retired pay from state income tax, but officers who served in the U.S. Public Health Service and NOAA Commissioned Corps were left out. House Bill 5280 would give those retired officers, and their surviving spouses, the same tax treatment as other uniformed service retirees. The bill has been sitting in the House Government Operations Committee since November 2025, and it needs to hear from constituents to move. Go to the Michigan Council of Chapters Legislative Action Center, enter your contact information to find your state representative, and send a ready-made editable message in about two minutes. Please take a moment to do it, and encourage your family members and friends to do the same.
	The Parade Company is seeking veterans to carry the American flag in the 100th Annual America’s Thanksgiving Parade presented by Gardner White on Thursday, Nov. 26, at Wayne State University Student Center, 5221 Gullen Mall, Detroit, MI 48202. Time commitment is approximately 7 a.m. – 12 p.m, and you'll need to be able to walk three miles while carrying the flag. The Parade Company provides a navy jacket featuring the American flag to new volunteers to keep. Returning volunteers are asked to wear their jacket from last year, along with their own black pants and comfortable shoes.  If you would like to participate, Click HERE to complete the online application When you sign up, please make sure to indicate if you are a returning marcher and if so let them know if you still have your jacket from last year.
	Finally, as Veterans Day approaches on November 11, I hope you'll take part in an observance in your community.
	I look forward to seeing you in Warren on November 10.

	Best regards,
	Rich
	Rich Higgins, LCDR, USN (Ret.)
	President
	Southeastern Michigan Chapter
	Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)
	Volume VIII, Issue 31 Aug 2024
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	Disclaimer
	The contents of this publication is subject to periodic updating.
	Although every attempt is made to ensure that information is accurate and timely, the content is presented "as is" and without warranties.
	Use of the information is strictly voluntary and at the user's sole risk.

	US Representative Names and Districts
	5 - Tim Walberg
	6 - Debbie Dingell
	7 - Tom Barrett
	8 - Kristen Rivet
	9 - Lisa McLain
	10 - John James
	11 - Haley Stevens
	12 - Rashida Tlaib
	13 - Shri Thanedar
	119th Congress


	The MOAA Advocacy Update
	Every week, MOAA's advocacy leaders and other experts discuss issues of importance to our members and the uniformed services community. Watch the latest here.
	To stay informed, you can subscribe to the MOAA YouTube channel here.
	To contact your legislators and to learn about what MOAA is working on with Congress, click here.

	www.semimoaa.org

	Major Richard Star Act Discharge Petition Clears Threshold
	In Case You Missed It!
	Advocacy at the State Level
	Have You Checked This Out?
	The Michigan Council of Chapters Legislative Action Center is a great place to stay informed and engaged with MOAA’s current legislative priorities at both the national and state levels. The site provides the latest status on legislation important to MOAA and makes it easy to take action—with just one click, you can send a message to your elected representatives.
	To take action click this link
	www.semimoaa.org
	The Chapter welcomes  our latest new member: Lt. Col. Lucas “Luke” Wood, USMC (Ret.)
	Lt. Col. Lucas “Luke” Wood, USMC (Ret.), is a new SEMI MOAA member and a twenty-year Marine Corps officer. A Central Michigan University graduate and Johns Hopkins SAIS alumnus (M.A., Global Policy), he served as a communications officer with infantry, reconnaissance, and special operations forces; as a Marine Corps Congressional Fellow on Capitol Hill; and with U.S. Special Operations Command’s Office of Legislative Affairs. He later served as a strategic analyst in the Marine Corps Strategic Initiatives Group.
	Wood is Vice President of Business Development for the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps at Persistent Systems, LLC, a New York firm whose Wave Relay® mobile ad hoc networking (MANET) radios and related gear let military, public-safety, and unmanned systems share voice, video, and data peer-to-peer without fixed infrastructure — useful in contested or remote environments. He lives in the Detroit area and coaches girls’ high school lacrosse on Grosse Ile. He has offered to help the chapter with scholarship application review and legislative priorities.
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	Upcoming Events
	Planning Ahead—Together
	Our next meeting will feature guest speaker Christina Bahr, SFC, USA (Ret.), Surviving Spouse Liaison for MOAA’s Capital Area Chapter.
	Christina will share practical information on preparing for the loss of a spouse, including steps couples can take now to make a difficult time easier for the surviving spouse.
	This is an excellent opportunity to start—or review—your own planning together. We especially encourage members to bring their spouses to this informative and important presentation.
	Christina A. Bahr retired from the United States Army in 2016 as a Sergeant First Class following more than 32 years of service in the Active Army, Army Reserve, and Michigan Army National Guard.
	She spent much of her career as an Active Guard Reserve (AGR) Soldier, serving in administrative and human resources positions focused on Soldier personnel readiness. Her assignments included the Michigan Army National Guard Recruiting and Retention Command and the G-3 Operations section, where she coordinated professional military education and school orders. She also served as a Readiness NCO and Battalion S-1.
	Throughout her career, Christina managed a broad range of personnel readiness programs, including medical readiness, NCOES enrollment, MOS qualification tracking, supply actions, and administrative accountability. She also served in the Human Resources Office, supporting military pay, orders, PCS actions, and AGR hiring.
	Continuing her commitment to the military community, Christina currently serves as the Surviving Spouse Liaison for MOAA’s Capital Area Chapter in Lansing, Michigan, providing support and assistance to surviving spouses and helping keep them connected to the MOAA community.
	www.semimoaa.org

	Upcoming Events
	Chapter Elections Set for November 10
	Well, November isn’t just about state and federal elections. Our Chapter will also be electing officers for the coming year at our November 10 meeting.
	In accordance with our Chapter bylaws, the election process follows a specific timeline. The Nominating Committee was established on September 26 and will be identifying candidates for the Chapter’s elective offices. The committee’s slate of proposed officers will be established by October 9, and the nominees will be announced to the membership by October 31. The election will then take place at our November 10 Chapter meeting.
	If you are interested in serving in a Chapter leadership position—or know a member who might be—please let us know. This is a great opportunity to get involved and help shape the future of our Chapter.
	www.semimoaa.org

	Pentagon Data Breach Could Impact Millions: What You Should Know
	Veterans History Project
	MHS GENESIS Patient Portal transitioning to myAuth login Sept. 23
	How will this change happen?

	Items of Interest
	What if I need help?
	If you’re experiencing issues, visit myAuth Help for additional resources and guidance on creating or updating your account. You can also find answers to frequently asked questions. If you still need additional assistance, contact the Defense Manpower Data Center at 800-368-3665. DMDC manages myAuth and can answer questions about the transition or address any related concerns.
	Although you’ll create a new login for myAuth, remember that neither TRICARE nor its contractors will contact you asking for private information like your date of birth, Social Security number, or your username and password. Read messages carefully and check the source email or web address for legitimacy. If something feels off, trust your instincts. If you think you gave personal or account information to a fraudulent entity, change your password right away and file a report.
	In the end, the switch to myAuth means:
	Enhanced security: More options to protect against unauthorized access
	A modernized authentication platform: More ways to log in
	A more user-friendly experience: A simpler interface
	The switch to myAuth means a simpler, more secure experience in MHS GENESIS Patient Portal.
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	Army May Revisit Arlington National Cemetery Eligibility Rule
	What is Total Force+ and Why Should I Go?
	2026 THEME: REMEMBER ME

	President's Advisory Councils
	What Issues Do the Advisory Councils Address?

	VA Healthcare, Pension and Compensation; Weekly Zoom Calls
	If you are in the White Lake or Milford area, please feel free to contact Henry Storm ancientgrape@gmail.com or Roy Yaple (yapler@comcast.net) about the VA breakfast meetings, Monday and Friday at 7AM at Leo’s Coney Island in White Lake and Wednesday at 7AM at the Americus Grill in Milford. Breakfast is pay as you go and a wonderful place to enjoy fellowship with other veterans and ask questions on VA-related topics.
	If you are applying for VA Healthcare or considering filing a VA disability claim, and are looking for help, please consider attending the weekly 4PM Thursday Zoom coffee or the noon Sunday Zoom podcast on VA Healthcare and Disability Claim topics.
	This is the link for you to save to access the Website. Here you will find all of the links that are individually listed below :
	12:00 - 1:00 PM EST Sunday Noon Veteran Sitrep Podcast
	4:00 - 5:00 PM EST Thursday Vet Talk
	Facebook Page Trusted Helpers: A daily update on what is happening with your VA benefits
	550+ Videos, created by Air Force Veteran Ed Ruckle, answering questions veterans, like you, have asked.
	Please note that the VA 1010EZ, the form for applying for VA Healthcare has been revised as of July 2024. If you applied in the past and were denied VA Health Care, another look with the new form may be appropriate to see if you qualify for VA Healthcare.


	Ed’s Veterans Corner
	Keeping Veterans and Their Families Informed
	For the past 14 years, I have been helping veterans and their family members navigate the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) websites, and help them find the information they were looking for. Over the years I have gather thousands of documents, created hundreds of slide decks, video overviews, audio overviews, infographics, sitemaps, visual roadmaps, and battle plans.
	It didn’t take me long to realize, the information collected was for the veteran community, the processes and skills sets, I that used, to gather that information applied to their spouses, dependents, parents, and caregivers as well. Rather them keep this gold mind of information locked up in my filing cabinet, I thought - it was time to share. Click  to go to Ed’s Blog.
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	The end of a relationship. Loss of a job. Housing instability. Feeling a loss of purpose. At some point, everyone will face a challenge. Some of those challenges may develop into a crisis.

	Recognizing a crisis in yourself or those you care about can help you know when to find support.
	24/7 Confidential, Crisis Support, for Veterans and Their Loved Ones
	Dial 988 then Press 1
	Or text 838255
	www.semimoaa.org


