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2R ¢ - W The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is the

nation's leading advocate for the military community and
their families. Members support this mission while enjoying
valuable benefits tailored to military officers. Guided by the
e motto "Never Stop Serving," MOAA proudly represents all
4.‘ branches of the uniformed services.

National MOAA membership is not required to join the
Southeastern Michigan Chapter, but it is strongly
encouraged. Basic national membership is free.
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Under the Eagle’s Wing...a Message from the President

Greetings,

It's been a busy and productive summer.

On August 14, representatives of Michigan’s four MOAA chapters gathered in Clare for a meeting of the
Michigan Council of Chapters. We were joined by Jim Carman from MOAA headquarters, who reviewed
MOAA's recent legislative work and reminded us of the importance of sustained grassroots advocacy.
MOAA'’s professional staff made 217 visits to Capitol Hill this year, while members participating in

Advocacy in Action reached nearly every congressional office.

A New Richard Star Act Advocacy Campaign
The MOAA State Legislative Exchange Forum added a “Richard Star Act - State Resolution” button to the

State Legislative Action Center.

This new nationwide initiative allows any MOAA member to identify their state legislators and send an
email asking them to introduce a resolution supporting the Major Richard Star Act. Michigan does not

need to have a resolution already pending for us to participate.

The Major Richard Star Act would address an inequity affecting many combat-injured veterans who were
medically retired before completing 20 years of service. These veterans currently lose a portion of their
earned military retirement pay when they receive Department of Veterans Affairs disability compensation.
CLICK HERE to learn more.

The tracker prepares an email requesting a meeting with your state legislators. You may send that request
or edit the message to ask simply for their support. Either way, it takes only a few minutes to make your
voice heard. State resolutions add momentum to the national campaign and demonstrate that support for

combat-injured veterans extends well beyond Washington.

Scholarship Committee
Larry Powell is leading the effort to establish our scholarship program, and we are looking for volunteers

to serve on the committee. Please contact Larry at |-spowell@ameritech.net if you're interested in

evaluating applications and making recommendation for scholarships and/or helping in getting the word
out. CLICK HERE to learn more.

Continued next page
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Under the Eagle’s Wing (cont'd.)

Help Preserve Your Military Story

Our Chapter is offering members an opportunity to participate in the Library of Congress Veterans
History Project, which collects and preserves the firsthand recollections of America’s veterans.

Every veteran has experiences worth preserving. They may involve historic events, but they may also be
stories about assignments, friendships, challenges, travels, or everyday military life. You do not need to
have served in combat to participate.

See Larry Powell’s article in this edition discussing his experience.

These contributions will help future generations, families, researchers, and historians understand military
service through the voices of those who experienced it. To participate or learn more, please contact

Larry Powell at |-spowell@ameritech.net or Dave Garey at davidpgarey@aol.com.

Please Complete Our Member Survey

Our second annual Chapter survey was recently emailed to all members. Please take a few minutes to
share your perspective to help us better understand what members value, what programs they would like
to see, and how we can strengthen participation and membership. Your responses will directly influence
our priorities and activities for the coming year. CLICK HERE to take the survey.

Thank you for your continued membership, advocacy, and service. Our Chapter is growing because
members are willing to participate, share their ideas, tell their stories, and stand up for fellow veterans
and military families. | hope each of you will choose at least one of these opportunities to become

involved.

Never Stop Serving.

Rich

Rich Higgins, LCDR, USN (Ret.)

President

Southeastern Michigan Chapter

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)

WWwWw.semimoaa.org
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Disclaimer

¢ The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is a nonprofit military and veterans association dedicated to maintaining a strong national
defense and ensuring our nation keeps its commitments to currently serving, retired, and former members of the uniformed services and their
families and survivors.

¢ The Southeastern Michigan Chapter of MOAA (SEMI MOAA) is affiliated with the Michigan Council MOAA and the national MOAA Organization
and are all nonpartisan

¢ All material or other information - including links - contained in the SEMI Eagle newsletter is provided as a public service to military service members
and their families.

¢ The contents of this publication is subject to periodic updating.

¢ Although every attempt is made to ensure that information is accurate and timely, the content is presented "as is" and without warranties.

¢ Use of the information is strictly voluntary and at the user's sole risk.

US Representative Names and Districts

Click to open webpage

5 - Tim Walberg

6 - Debbie Dingell
7 - Tom Barrett

8 - Kristen Rivet

10 - John James

11 - Haley Stevens
12 - Rashida Tlaib
13 - Shri Thanedar

9 - Lisa McLain
119th Congress
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The MOAA Advocacy Update
Every week, MOAA's advocacy leaders and other experts discuss issues of importance to our members and the
uniformed services community. Watch the latest here.

ek . 10l .

To stay informed, you can subscribe to the MOAA YouTube channel_here.

To contact your legislators and to learn about what MOAA is working on with Congress, click here.

WWW.Semimoaa.org
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Take Care of America's Veterans Act (TCAVA).

Thousands of MOAA members have participated in the
Summer Advocacy in Action campaign. Congress is listeniing.
Over 8,000 messages were sent through the Legislative
Action Center.
The top three issues MOAA is focusing on are:
e The Major Richard Star Act
¢ Adding Military Spouses to the Work Opportunity Tax
Credit
e Restoring TRICARE for Life coverage of GLP-1
medications

When the 119" Congress ends, any bill that hasn’t crossed the finish line doesn’t carry over. The next Congress
will have to start over. That means reintroducing the bill, rebuilding cosponsors, working it back into the queue
and bringing it to the floor for a vote.

We need to keep the pressure on. If you haven't already, go to the Legislative Action Center and let your
lawmakers know these issue are important and need to make it through the process.

August Recess Ends: What's Next for

Congress Before the Election
By: Terry Waters

Lawmakers will have only 16 legislative days between their impending return to Washington, D.C., and their
departure for the midterm elections. This leaves a limited window to avert a government shutdown and
accomplish other unfinished business.

The House of Representatives will be back in session Aug. 31, and the Senate will join them Sept. 14. With the
end of the fiscal year on Sept. 30, passing appropriations legislation to keep the government open is the
dominant issue - everything else competes for scraps of time. At this point on the calendar, bills unrelated to
funding regularly stall or are attached to must-pass appropriations packages.

Both chambers will go on recess in early October for the 2026 midterm elections. Thirty-five seats in the Senate
and all 435 seats in the House are up for grabs. The outcome, and the future of the many bills being considered
by Congress, is uncertain.

This article appears on MOAA.org. Click Here to read the full article.

WWWw.Ssemimoaa.org
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Advocacy at the State Level

Legislation is Moving Forward

Good news on the advocacy front: HB 5456 and HB 5457, tie-barred bills that would launch a hyperbaric
oxygen therapy pilot program for Michigan veterans and service members, have both passed the
Michigan House and now sit before the Senate Health Policy Committee.

HBOT has shown real promise for traumatic brain injury and PTSD — exactly the kind of care that needs
to be more accessible to our members and their families.

Michigan is home to more than 435,000 veterans. While no definitive statewide count exists, national
prevalence estimates suggest that tens of thousands of Michigan veterans may be living with PTSD,
traumatic brain injury (TBI), or both.

If your state senator sits on Health Policy, a short note of support could help keep this moving.

TAKE ACTION — Contact Your Legislators

The MCOC Legislative Action Center makes it easy. Enter your information once, select a bill, and your
personalized email opens pre-filled in your own email client — ready to review and send. A phone call
script is generated automatically. Nothing is stored or collected.

It takes less than 5 minutes.

To take action click this link

WWWw.Ssemimoaa.org
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Upcoming Events

*****

MILITARY
%2 RETIREE:=

* APPRECIATION DAY *

HONORING YOUR SERVICE. * CELEBRATING YOUR LEGACY.

The annual Michigan Military Retiree Appreciation Day
at Selfridge Air National Guard Base is scheduled for
Saturday, September 19, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

e Location: Joint Dining Facility (Building 164), 43156 Wagner St,
Selfridge ANGB, M| 48045

e Cost: Free for military retirees, spouses, caregivers, and surviving
spouses from all branches of service.

e Contact: Reach out to the Selfridge Retiree Affairs Office by calling
586-239-5580 or emailing selfrao@yahoo.com.

Offered Services & Activities

e |ID Cards: Opportunity to update or renew military identification cards
(bring two unexpired forms of identification).

e Health & Wellness: Administration of seasonal flu and pneumonia
vaccinations.

e Information & Briefings: Representatives and guest speakers from
TRICARE, Medicare, the VA, legal assistance, and local veterans
organizations.

Legal Services: Assistance with simple legal documents like powers of
attorney or basic wills.

* WWW.Semimoaa.org *
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Items of Interest

Veterans History Project
By: Larry Powell
Since I've been promoting the Veterans History Project, | thought | should take the plunge myself and see what
it was all about.
| set up an interview with Ed Ruckle, and we did a “voice only” Zoom call. Beforehand, Ed provided me with a
one-page list of questions to help get the juices flowing. In preparation, | went back through my files and dug up
a couple of documents | had put together over the years. One was a list of all my military assignments—
something my wife thought would be good for our kids to have someday. | also pulled out a copy of my last
résumé. Between the two, | had a pretty complete picture of my “history.”

Ed’s questionnaire covered five areas: Early Years, Education, Military Service, Working Years, and Retirement
Years. | started with my family and where | went to school, then moved into my military career and the years
that followed.

The interview was scheduled for 30 minutes. | didn’t think it was possible for me to talk about myself for that

long, but lo and behold, at 27 minutes Ed stopped me. | was nearly finished, but he wanted to “land the plane.
We did a quick review and wrapped everything up right at 30 minutes.

| have to say, it was painless—and actually pretty enjoyable. Having those two documents certainly helped jog
my memory, but even if | hadn’t already had them, | suspect | could have put together the basic information in

less than an hour.

So, after experiencing it myself, | can highly recommend participating in the Veterans History Project. It takes
only a little preparation and about 30 minutes of your time, but the result is something much more lasting: a
record of your experiences that your children, grandchildren, and future generations can have—and a piece of
your story preserved as part of the Veterans History Project at the Library of Congress.

Your story is part of our nation’s history. Make sure it gets told.

If you are interested in telling your story, contact David Garey at davidpgarey@aol.com, or contact Ed, number below

MOAA SIGNATURE GROUPS VETERAN HISTU RY PRUJEBT

Join MOAA Leadership and your fellow MOAA members

on these hosted cruises and land tours. Ed RU.Ckle, Ret. Air F()I‘CE i
July 12-21, 2026 Highlights of Eastern Europa River Crulse S-nights from $3,989 S - II'ltEl v le"\'el f H lHtO] l:ll‘l
Oetober 1-10, 2026 ‘Western Eurepe Yacht Cruise D-nights from $4,998 1 '
April 25-May 2, 2027 Castles Along the Rhine River Cruise 7-nights from $4,189 I ." L
July 19-27, 2027 France & Spain Yacht Cruise B-nights from $5,768
September 14-25, 2027 Circle lceland Yacht Crulse 11-nights from $8 959 '
Sepl. 25-0ct. 4, 2027 Battlefields of Wi & WWII Tour 10 days from $6,495

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES frown The Official Travel Agency of MOAA

IIIIMOAA Toll-Free Telophone: 1-800-211-5107
WA ATIOMS

Email Address: mail@MOAAvac.com

For complete details, including detailed day-by-day itinerary, please visit us enline

Call Ed'to Schedule Your Story: 734-612-8757 +

WwwWw.semimoaa.org
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Items of Interest

Chapter Launches Second Annual Survey

The results are rolling in from members who have already completed our Chapter Survey. If you haven’t
submitted yours yet, there’s still time!

Your feedback helps Chapter leadership plan meetings, programs, and events that are relevant and interesting
to our members. The survey only takes a few minutes to complete, and your input is a big help.

Please take a few minutes to complete the survey today.

You can use the same survey link included in Rich’s article above.

VA MODERNIZING HEALTH RECORDS

VA is upgrading to a new electronic health record (EHR) system that improves Veteran care by enabling
seamless transfer of military health records and integrating private facility data. This means more productive
appointments and less time undergoing repeat tests and exams. The Federal EHR connects VA medical facilities
with the Department of War (DOW), the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), and participating community care providers, allowing clinicians to easily access a
Veteran’s full medical history in one location. The VA EHRM Integration Office manages deployment of the
new system.

Indiana is the latest to rollout this technology and VA is on track for all VA medical facilities to have this critical

system by 2031. To learn more, click on this link.

INSORVEN@ =
PLANS

Standing with you
at every stage.

1-800-247-2192 IS
www.moaainsurance.com/plans

[[[TMoA
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https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fnews.va.gov%2Fpress-room%2Fva-deploys-electronic-health-record-system-to-three-hospitals-in-indiana%2F%3Futm_campaign=VetResources%26utm_id=26AUG2026%26utm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/010001a0400a0721-7cc34c50-09cd-4d5c-9971-c91ab3cb9a2e-000000/sjeNhyzxxFW_sOw3p5DthSBJEHiHe9dgzVfKcrO6fXo=452
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Items of Interest

Selfridge Runway Project Underway

The 127th Wing is slated to receive 21 F-15EX Eagle Il fighters, which will replace its A-10
Thunderbolt I mission as the A-10s are retired. The decision was announced on April 29, 2025. The
first F-15EX aircraft are currently expected to begin arriving at Selfridge in 2028.

Contractors are already at work on the William P. Rosso extension. Approximately $452 million in
federal funding are awaiting action by the Senate in order to unlock several projects, including
extending the runway and building hangars for the aircraft.

FUELING THE FIGHT: CAMPUS-STYLE DINING
REIMAGINES SOLDIERS’' FOOD EXPERIENCE

KARLI NELSON, STAFF WRITER

For nearly a century, feeding soldiers on post has been defined by a cafeteria-style dining experience
where troops make choices from a single counter of food. Today, as part of the Army’s effort to
improve soldiers’ quality of life—and based on feedback from soldiers seeking more options and
flexibility—the Army is launching a new campus-style dining option on several installations.

“This has been a three-year journey to get to this point,” said Lt. Gen. Chris Mohan, commanding
general of U.S. Army Materiel Command, during a Feb. 9 media roundtable. “We were not getting it
right. We heard the soldier feedback, and the team has been working diligently to not only change the
way that we do this campus-style dining venue, but also to offer other options, which are all part of ...
the way that we feed soldiers.”

To read the full article, click on this link.

QL
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Wreaths Across America
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The Chapter will be adopting the Roseland Park Cemetery in Berkeley. We will be raising funds for
scholarships through the purchases of wreaths. You can purchase wreaths throughout the year and
participate in the wreath laying ceremony on 19 December. To purchase 1 or more wreaths, click on
this LINK

On the 25th Anniversary of 9/11, Wreaths Across America Leads
a National Weekend of Remembrance

On the weekend of the 25th anniversary of the September 11 terrorist attacks, Wreaths Across America
(WAA) is calling on Americans nationwide to pause together in remembrance and unity, marking the
occasion with two tributes: a coast-to-coast flag waving and the dedication of a new Woody Williams
Gold Star Families Memorial Monument.

The flag-waving tradition traces back to a small group of women, later known as the Freeport Flag Ladies,
who stood along a Maine roadside waving American flags in the days after /11 to honor those who had
died. That quiet act of patriotism grew into a movement, and WAA has carried it forward ever since.

To learn more click HERE.

2026 THEME: REMEMBER ME \

"We often speak of "our service members" as though they are one unified group. Yet within that
group are countless individuals, each with a name, a family, and a story that helped shape the
freedoms we cherish today. While we honor them collectively, we can sometimes overlook the
deeply personal sacrifices: the parent who never met a grandchild, the young recruit asked to
shoulder more than any teenager should, the veteran who returned home carrying memories too
heavy to share."

- Karen Worcester, Executive Director, Wreaths Across America

WWW.Semimoaa.org
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Surviving Spouse
~ CORNER

President's Advisory Councils

The MOAA President’s Currently Serving and Spouse Advisory councils advise the president on
current and potential MOAA programs, plans, and policies - especially as they pertain to the
recruitment, retention, and representation of the interests of those in uniform. They are made up of a
diverse group of active duty, National Guard, and Reserve servicemembers and spouses from all
uniformed services who also serve as MOAA ambassadors, support MOAA advocacy efforts, and
volunteer at MOAA events. Their contributions are vital to the long-term success of our member-
driven organization.

What Issues Do the Advisory Councils Address?

MOAA'’s strategic plan is the foundation of the topics on the councils’ agenda. Key areas within
MOAA'’s strategic plan such as advocacy, membership, member engagement and value, chapters and
councils, and philanthropic efforts serve as focal points for guided discussion among the councils and
MOAA'’s senior leaders.

Past councils have provided insights into what currently serving families are most interested in, areas
where they need support, and ways to engage them. As a result of these engagements, the councils
have presented valuable recommendations to MOAA such as:
e Improvements to Advocacy in Action, MOAA's signature advocacy event.
e Creating a Military Spouse Networking Zone at MOAA'’s Annual Networking Forum to be more
inclusive of military spouse job seekers attending the event.
e Engaging council alumni better through inclusion in a biweekly President’s message, volunteer calls
to action, and invitations to participate in MOAA events.
e Developing a foundational outline for a future, more robust volunteer program.
e Providing insight on issues to consider in how MOAA can better ensure and embrace equity,
diversity, and inclusion within the organization.
e Assisting in the development and marketing of MOAA initiatives to provide needed support to

veterans and currently serving families during the COVID-19 pandemic.
This article appears on MOAA.org. To read the rest of the article, click on this link.

WWW.Semimoaa.org
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VA Healthcare, Pension and Compensation; Weekly Zoom Calls

If you are in the White Lake or Milford area, please feel free to contact Henry

Storm ancientgrape@gmail.com or Roy Yaple (yapler@comcast.net) about
the VA breakfast meetings, Monday and Friday at 7AM at Leo’s Coney Island
in White Lake and Wednesday at 7AM at the Americus Grill in Milford.
Breakfast is pay as you go and a wonderful place to enjoy fellowship with

other veterans and ask questions on VA-related topics.

If you are applying for VA Healthcare or considering filing a VA disability
claim, and are looking for help, please consider attending the weekly 4PM
Thursday Zoom coffee or the noon Sunday Zoom podcast on VA Healthcare
and Disability Claim topics.

This is the link for you to save to access the Website. Here you will find all of

the links that are individually listed below :

SRERGIE ° 12:00 - 1:00 PM EST Sunday Noon Veteran Sitrep Podcast
o 4:00 - 5:00 PM EST Thursday Vet Talk
o Facebook Page Trusted Helpers: A daily update on what is happening

with your VA benefits
° 550+ Videos, created by Air Force Veteran Ed Ruckle, answering
questions veterans, like you, have asked.
Please note that the VA1010EZ, the form for applying for VA Healthcare has
been revised as of July 2024. If you applied in the past and were denied VA
Health Care, another look with the new form may be appropriate to see if

you qualify for VA Healthcare.

Something New!!

For the past 14 years, | have been helping veterans and
their family members navigate the Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) websites, and help them find the
information they were looking for. Over the years | have ED,S BLUG <

gather thousands of documents, created hundreds of VeErINELY O IRFDR MEE

slide decks, video overviews, audio overviews,

infographics, sitemaps, visual roadmaps, and battle

plans.

It didn’t take me long to realize, the information collected was for the veteran
community, the processes and sKkills sets, | that used, to gather that information applied
to their spouses, dependents, parents, and caregivers as well. Rather them keep this
gold mind of information locked up in my filing cabinet, | thought - it was time to share.
Click to go to Ed’s Blog.

Wwww.semimoaa.org
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mailto:yapler@comcast.net
https://sites.google.com/view/veteran-facilitator/home
https://sites.google.com/view/veteran-facilitator/home
https://sites.google.com/view/veteran-facilitator/home
https://sites.google.com/view/veteran-facilitator/home
https://sites.google.com/view/veteran-facilitator/home
https://zoom.us/s/92786120897
https://zoom.us/j/95125729456?pwd=twdfSt6fSWSjVWFAcA7FVV71POY9ZA.1
https://edruckle.substack.com/

*VETERANS * |m=

| CRISIS LINE =

The end of a relationship. Loss of a job. Housing
instability. Feeling a loss of purpose. At some point,
everyone will face a challenge. Some of those
challenges may develop into a crisis.

Recognizing a crisis in yourself or those you

care about can help you know when to find
support.
24 /7 Confidential, Crisis Support, for Veterans
and Their Loved Ones
Dial 988 then Press 1
Or text 838255

(* WWW.Semimoaa.org *)
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	Under the Eagle’s Wing...a Message from the President
	Volume VIII, Issue 31 Aug 2024
	Greetings,
	It’s been a busy and productive summer.
	On August 14, representatives of Michigan’s four MOAA chapters gathered in Clare for a meeting of the Michigan Council of Chapters. We were joined by Jim Carman from MOAA headquarters, who reviewed MOAA’s recent legislative work and reminded us of the importance of sustained grassroots advocacy. MOAA’s professional staff made 217 visits to Capitol Hill this year, while members participating in Advocacy in Action reached nearly every congressional office.
	A New Richard Star Act Advocacy Campaign
	The MOAA State Legislative Exchange Forum added a “Richard Star Act – State Resolution” button to the State Legislative Action Center.
	This new nationwide initiative allows any MOAA member to identify their state legislators and send an email asking them to introduce a resolution supporting the Major Richard Star Act. Michigan does not need to have a resolution already pending for us to participate.
	The Major Richard Star Act would address an inequity affecting many combat-injured veterans who were medically retired before completing 20 years of service. These veterans currently lose a portion of their earned military retirement pay when they receive Department of Veterans Affairs disability compensation. CLICK HERE to learn more.
	The tracker prepares an email requesting a meeting with your state legislators. You may send that request or edit the message to ask simply for their support. Either way, it takes only a few minutes to make your voice heard. State resolutions add momentum to the national campaign and demonstrate that support for combat-injured veterans extends well beyond Washington.

	Scholarship Committee
	Larry Powell is leading the effort to establish our scholarship program, and we are looking for volunteers to serve on the committee. Please contact Larry at l-spowell@ameritech.net if you’re interested in evaluating applications and making recommendation for scholarships and/or helping in getting the word out. CLICK HERE to learn more.

	www.semimoaa.org
	Help Preserve Your Military Story
	Our Chapter is offering members an opportunity to participate in the Library of Congress Veterans History Project, which collects and preserves the firsthand recollections of America’s veterans.
	Every veteran has experiences worth preserving. They may involve historic events, but they may also be stories about assignments, friendships, challenges, travels, or everyday military life. You do not need to have served in combat to participate.
	See Larry Powell’s article in this edition discussing his experience.
	These contributions will help future generations, families, researchers, and historians understand military service through the voices of those who experienced it. To participate or learn more, please contact Larry Powell at l-spowell@ameritech.net or Dave Garey at davidpgarey@aol.com.

	Please Complete Our Member Survey
	Our second annual Chapter survey was recently emailed to all members. Please take a few minutes to share your perspective to help us better understand what members value, what programs they would like to see, and how we can strengthen participation and membership. Your responses will directly influence our priorities and activities for the coming year. CLICK HERE to take the survey.
	Thank you for your continued membership, advocacy, and service. Our Chapter is growing because members are willing to participate, share their ideas, tell their stories, and stand up for fellow veterans and military families. I hope each of you will choose at least one of these opportunities to become involved.


	Never Stop Serving.
	Rich
	Rich Higgins, LCDR, USN (Ret.)
	President
	Southeastern Michigan Chapter
	Military Officers Association of America (MOAA)
	Volume VIII, Issue 31 Aug 2024



	www.semimoaa.org
	Disclaimer
	The contents of this publication is subject to periodic updating.
	Although every attempt is made to ensure that information is accurate and timely, the content is presented "as is" and without warranties.
	Use of the information is strictly voluntary and at the user's sole risk.

	US Representative Names and Districts
	5 - Tim Walberg
	6 - Debbie Dingell
	7 - Tom Barrett
	8 - Kristen Rivet
	9 - Lisa McLain
	10 - John James
	11 - Haley Stevens
	12 - Rashida Tlaib
	13 - Shri Thanedar
	119th Congress


	The MOAA Advocacy Update
	Every week, MOAA's advocacy leaders and other experts discuss issues of importance to our members and the uniformed services community. Watch the latest here.
	To stay informed, you can subscribe to the MOAA YouTube channel here.
	To contact your legislators and to learn about what MOAA is working on with Congress, click here.

	www.semimoaa.org

	Take Care of America's Veterans Act (TCAVA).
	Thousands of MOAA members have participated in the Summer Advocacy in Action campaign. Congress is listeniing. Over 8,000 messages were sent through the Legislative Action Center.
	The top three issues MOAA is focusing on are:
	The Major Richard Star Act
	Adding Military Spouses to the Work Opportunity Tax Credit
	Restoring TRICARE for Life coverage of GLP-1 medications
	When the 119th Congress ends, any bill that hasn’t crossed the finish line doesn’t carry over. The next Congress will have to start over. That means reintroducing the bill, rebuilding cosponsors, working it back into the queue and bringing it to the floor for a vote.
	We need to keep the pressure on. If you haven’t already, go to the Legislative Action Center and let your lawmakers know these issue are important and need to make it through the process.
	August Recess Ends: What’s Next for Congress Before the Election
	By: Terry Waters
	Lawmakers will have only 16 legislative days between their impending return to Washington, D.C., and their departure for the midterm elections. This leaves a limited window to avert a government shutdown and accomplish other unfinished business.
	The House of Representatives will be back in session Aug. 31, and the Senate will join them Sept. 14. With the end of the fiscal year on Sept. 30, passing appropriations legislation to keep the government open is the dominant issue – everything else competes for scraps of time. At this point on the calendar, bills unrelated to funding regularly stall or are attached to must-pass appropriations packages.
	Both chambers will go on recess in early October for the 2026 midterm elections. Thirty-five seats in the Senate and all 435 seats in the House are up for grabs. The outcome, and the future of the many bills being considered by Congress, is uncertain.

	www.semimoaa.org

	Advocacy at the State Level
	Legislation is Moving Forward
	Good news on the advocacy front: HB 5456 and HB 5457, tie-barred bills that would launch a hyperbaric oxygen therapy pilot program for Michigan veterans and service members, have both passed the Michigan House and now sit before the Senate Health Policy Committee.
	HBOT has shown real promise for traumatic brain injury and PTSD — exactly the kind of care that needs to be more accessible to our members and their families.
	Michigan is home to more than 435,000 veterans. While no definitive statewide count exists, national prevalence estimates suggest that tens of thousands of Michigan veterans may be living with PTSD, traumatic brain injury (TBI), or both.
	If your state senator sits on Health Policy, a short note of support could help keep this moving.
	TAKE ACTION — Contact Your Legislators
	The MCOC Legislative Action Center makes it easy. Enter your information once, select a bill, and your personalized email opens pre-filled in your own email client — ready to review and send. A phone call script is generated automatically. Nothing is stored or collected.
	It takes less than 5 minutes.
	To take action click this link
	www.semimoaa.org

	Upcoming Events
	The annual Michigan Military Retiree Appreciation Day at Selfridge Air National Guard Base is scheduled for Saturday, September 19, 2026, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
	Location: Joint Dining Facility (Building 164), 43156 Wagner St, Selfridge ANGB, MI 48045
	Cost: Free for military retirees, spouses, caregivers, and surviving spouses from all branches of service.
	Contact: Reach out to the Selfridge Retiree Affairs Office by calling 586-239-5580 or emailing selfrao@yahoo.com.
	Offered Services & Activities
	ID Cards: Opportunity to update or renew military identification cards (bring two unexpired forms of identification).
	Health & Wellness: Administration of seasonal flu and pneumonia vaccinations.
	Information & Briefings: Representatives and guest speakers from TRICARE, Medicare, the VA, legal assistance, and local veterans organizations.

	Legal Services: Assistance with simple legal documents like powers of attorney or basic wills.
	www.semimoaa.org

	By: Larry Powell
	Veterans History Project
	If you are interested in telling your story, contact David Garey at davidpgarey@aol.com, or contact Ed, number below
	Chapter Launches Second Annual Survey
	VA MODERNIZING HEALTH RECORDS
	FUELING THE FIGHT: CAMPUS-STYLE DINING REIMAGINES SOLDIERS’ FOOD EXPERIENCE
	2026 THEME: REMEMBER ME

	President's Advisory Councils
	What Issues Do the Advisory Councils Address?
	VA Healthcare, Pension and Compensation; Weekly Zoom Calls


	Something New!!
	www.semimoaa.org
	The end of a relationship. Loss of a job. Housing instability. Feeling a loss of purpose. At some point, everyone will face a challenge. Some of those challenges may develop into a crisis.

	Recognizing a crisis in yourself or those you care about can help you know when to find support.
	24/7 Confidential, Crisis Support, for Veterans and Their Loved Ones
	Dial 988 then Press 1
	Or text 838255
	www.semimoaa.org


