
 

 

  
                          June 13, 2025 
 

General Membership Meeting Minutes-Southeastern Michigan Chapter, MOAA, June 12, 2025 
 
1. The meeting was preceded by a luncheon at the Rusty Bucket, 30450 Telegraph Road, Bingham 
Farms, Michigan. 
 
2. Chapter President Rich Higgins convened the meeting at 1210PM. The following members were 
present: Rich Higgins, Chuck Atwater, Hal Franz, Don Walker, Calvin Washington III, Jim Healan, Charles 
Thornell, and Roy Yaple. 
 
3. Immediate Past President Roy Yaple led members in the Pledge of Allegiance and provided the 
Invocation. Chapter members provided personal introductions. 
 
4. Rich Higgins congratulated Roy Yaple for receipt of the MOAA Leadership Award for past service to the 
chapter as Chapter President. 
 
5. Rich Higgins reported that the chapter had received an IRS Determination Letter certifying that the 
chapter was a tax-exempt organization under the provision of the IRS Code 501(c)(3) effective January 
23, 2025. The IRS letter dated May 19, 2025, also classifies the chapter as a public charity under section 
509(a)(2)  
 
6. Rich Higgins provided a review of proposed changes to the chapter By-laws and Articles of 
Incorporation. The following motions were made, seconded and carried by unanimous vote: 
 

o To revise the chapter By-laws for consistency with the provisions of IRS Code 501(c)(3). 
Roy Yaple motion seconded by Hal Franz. 

o To revise the chapter Articles of Incorporation for consistency with the provisions of IRS 
Code 501(c)(3). Roy Yaple motion seconded by Chuck Atwater. 

     
7. Rich Higgins reviewed the results of the May chapter membership survey noting positive feedback on 
the chapter’s newsletter and enjoyment of camaraderie within the chapter. Rich reported that he had 
appointed Larry Powell and Roy Yaple to conduct an internal review of chapter finances to ensure 
appropriate use of chapter funds. Rich provided a report on the chapter budget. He noted that while 
chapter finances are sound, we had spent about $200 more than budgeted as a result of funding the 1 
May general membership meeting which had relatively low attendance. Rich provided an overview of the 
Michigan Commanders’ Group, a Michigan legislative military advocacy tool found at 
www.Michigancommendersgroup.org  The Michigan Council of Chapters is a member of and participates 
in the Michigan Commanders Group along with many other Michigan military advocacy groups. Rich 
encouraged members to look at the site and make use of it to support military issues in Michigan. 
 
8. Plans are to begin holding monthly meetings to reach out to membership and encourage participation. 
Some meetings will be in person meetings with other meetings virtual using Zoom. A motion was made 
and carried to adjourn the meeting at 150PM. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Roy L. Yaple 
CDR, US Navy (Retired) 
Acting for Larry Powell, Chapter Secretary 

 

http://www.michigancommendersgroup.org/

